John 9- Who healed you?

In the United States, someone goes blind every 20 minutes.

That is a tragedy.

But tonight we are going to look at something more amazing-

We’re going to look at a man that was born blind, and was healed.

He had never seen the beauty of God’s creation- he did not even get to see the face of his creator

But when his eyes were opened his heart was opened too.

It cost this man everything to confess that Jesus Christ was the son of God- 

And he was not only willing, but eager to do it.

I wish that as Christians, OUR healing meant as much to us.

As we look at John 9 we are going to see this man’s faith and conviction develop

As he learns to understand who Jesus is:

At first, he only knew him as:

1. A man called Jesus-

John 9:1-12-

Isn’t it funny how religious people look at things?

Look at the hearts of the disciples here-

They see a man born blind, and their concern was not his health or his happiness.

Their concern was not his comfort or his hope.

Instead of looking at this man as an opportunity to show mercy, 

They saw him as an object of Theological discussion.

“Who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"

None of us are blind- But have you ever asked God.

“God, why did you make me so short?”    “God, why didn’t you make me smarter?

“Why did I have to have the upbringing I did” or “Why don’t things work out the way I’d like?”

Now, it does not say God made him blind to prove a point.

But it does say his being blind gave him an opportunity

I wonder if God would give us the response he gave them-

This happened so that the work of God might be displayed in your life.

Isn’t that what the Bible teaches us?

2 Cor 4:5-10-

You live your life in whatever situation God has called you to- to bring glory to God

And no matter what situation you are in- you are able to do so.

God is to get the glory.

As we look in this passage, people continually asked the wrong questions

In verse s 10,15,19 and verse 26 the question asked was HOW were you healed.

When what they should have looked at was Who healed you.

We do that too in the church.

We get so caught up in HOW we do things and HOW things will or will not happen

That we forget WHO does them and Who makes them happen as well.

2 Cor 9:8-11-

Have you ever noticed the focus here is not so much on the how but the who?

Do what you can.. Sow generously- God is able.

How?  I don’t know for sure.    When? In his own time.

But who is never in question.-  God is able.
It is the lesson they learned when the water was turned to wine

It was the lesson they learned with the loaves and fishes

It was the lesson they learned in the crashing waves.-  God is able
It is a shame when we spend our time doctrinalizing everything, or looking at why we can not

Because we can not understand How, or when or why.

I think we’d all be better off if we focussed on who.

God is able.

Who this man contacted was just “a man called Jesus”.

But his faith grew… Jesus went from being more than just a man-

In the next section he professed him to be:

2. A prophet-

John 9:13-23-

The Pharisees again are amazing,

Here is a man born blind who was healed in their very town!

But instead of rejoicing in the fact that it was done- 

They were questioning the one who was healed, and criticizing the one who healed him

For me, I fall into a dilemma with this. I understand a bit of where the Pharisees were coming from

For example: when another religious group asks me for money for their food pantry

Instead of helping people be fed, I hold back due to who is feeding them

“I don’t want to support false doctrine you know”

But then, I also don’t want to make the effort to feed the people.

I see a lot of ways where I am blind to the blessings of God, or the goodness of people

Because I do not like the method these blessings are coming from.

The Pharisees felt this way as well.

The man however saw through it

Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say about him?

It was your eyes he opened."   The man replied, "He is a prophet."
On what did the Pharisees base their reasoning that Jesus was not from God?

The Pharisees fell into a trap that I hope we all learn to avoid.

Do not reject God because, he does not follow the methods you would prefer.

But then we see something even more amazing.

The parents!

With these parents we get 2 questions, and the same response. 

If they refused to answer either question they were in trouble.

But if they did not give the answers that the leaders wanted, they were in trouble too.

So instead of standing up and sharing the joy of their healed son.

They passed the buck.

Have you ever been in that position- where you know what is right, 

But saying or doing what is right is going to be incredibly unpopular?

How do you respond?

Look at this exchange again:

John 9:19-23-
How would you feel if you were the son?

Where is the joy?….. Where is the support?

Their response, was basically:  ”Listen, we don’t really want to get involved”

They were afraid of the Jews, 

And cared more about their standing in the community than they did their son, or the truth.

Prov 29:25

Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe.
Here they had such a great opportunity to give glory to God.

But they backed down because of fear.

Here we are in a room full of people- a man born blind can now see

And only the blind man is willing to see who did it.

It was the rest of them that were blind now. Blinded by tradition, fear, and apathy.

Sometimes we just have to learn the lesson to let God be who he is

Not to worry about what people will think, and not to feel uncomfortable if you can’t explain him

Sometimes we just need to have the trust that this man born blind had

And be able to say, he is:

3.  A man of God-

John 9:24-34-

By this point it had become clear to the man what was going on.

His fear was gone and wisdom had taken over.

Again the Pharisees begin with their insults

"Give glory to God," they said. "We know this man is a sinner."

This is kind of surprising considering what was said, most likely earlier that day.

John 8:46-47-

Religious people make a lot of judgements based on nothing, don’t they?

This mans answer is something I find truly amazing.

As you cut away the religion and rules, and look at the truth with clarity

You find Jesus.

"Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!"

Here are the facts.

Now what are you going to do with them?

And now for a 4th time they ask him how did he open your eyes.

For me, at this point in the story it gets amusing.

And I don’t know if the man said this in jest, or out of sincerity, but his answer is very Bold

John 9:27

 "I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? 

Do you want to become his disciples, too?"
The time had come for a change.

The man knew it and the Pharisees were not willing to accept it.

It comes down to whether we are going to be conservative or preservative.

There are a lot of Pharisees still alive today I think.

People who are preservative and not conservative.

A true conservative takes the truth of the past and holds to it, 

But he is also aware of the new things God is doing..

His faith is based on a living God, and his living word, and not dead tradition.

A pre-servative simply embalms the past and fights to preserve it.

Things must be wrong- they must be liberal, if they are not the way WE have always done it.

And so these religious preservatives, refused to change

And in doing so missed out on the salvation of God.

And then they did what all preservatives do- 

They drew lines and kicked out the ones who would not come over to their side

The man who was healed was excommunicated.

Cut out from friends and family, he would now be known as a publican or sinner

And as we see, these were the people that Jesus never let down, When they came to him in faith.

Because he is:

4.  The Son of God-

The good shepherd always cares for his sheep.

So when Jesus heard this man was thrown out, Jesus went and found him.

John 9:35-41-

Keep in mind this man had never seen Jesus.

But I bet he remembered that voice.

For some, seeing is believing.

For this man Hearing was believing- this man reminds me of what Jesus said to Thomas

John 20:29

Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed;

blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."
Just like the royal official in chapter 4, this man took Jesus at his word.

What do you base your faith on?

Looks can be deceiving.

What makes sense to us often is not right.

And our way usually is not God’s way.

Do you allow God and his word to be supreme?

Or do you base things on how you feel, how they look, and what you have done in the past?

That was the way of the Pharisees and Jesus told them they would be better off not seeing at all.

Than trusting in their own view.

John 9:40-41

For our invitation:

What do you base your faith on?

Do you trust the one who can heal you- or are you basing your belief on your own point of view?

Have you turned a blind eye to his word?

If it has come time in your life to put aside the fear, and the tradition, and look at things clearly-

If you are willing to trust in the great physician

He is willing to cure you.

Make your needs known tonight, by coming forward during the invitation

Let us help you find Jesus.

His word is clear. And his plan is easy to see and understand.

