John 8- Contrast and conflicts

In John chapter 8 Jesus again finds himself in conflict with the Jewish leaders.

But this time they set a trap hoping to get enough evidence to arrest him and get him out of the way.

Their plot, however fails, and a controversy follows.

And Jesus, as he always does, takes advantage of the situation to teach a lesson.

In this chapter we are going to look at a number of contrasts that are given

Between the graciousness of God, and the foolishness of Man.

1. Grace versus law-

John 8:1-6-

So much about this situation is just plain wrong.

Here are the Pharisees bringing to Jesus a woman caught in the act of adultery.

Their statement is: The Law of Moses commands us to stone her- now what do you say?

But let’s look at it more clearly-

Deut 22:22

If a man is found sleeping with another man's wife,

both the man who slept with her and the woman must die.
Have you ever wondered- Where was the man?

As unlikely as it would be to catch two people in “the very act” of adultery

It kind of makes me wonder if the man involved, (who never was indicted) was part of the scheme.

The Pharisees were trying to put Jesus in a trap.

If he were to say OK, stone the woman- 

Their hope was that he would lose his reputation as a friend to tax collectors and sinners 

And therefore, lose his following.

If he were to say, “No she must not be stoned”-

He would be openly breaking the law and be subject to arrest.

So instead of passing Judgement on the woman, he passed judgement on the judges.

The very first thing he did was bend down and write on the ground with his finger.

John 8:6-11-

What did he write?

Was he writing the names and sins of the accusers?

Was he reasoning out what to do?

Was he writing out Jer 17:13 in reference to the Pharisees:

O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake you will be put to shame.

Those who turn away from you will be written in the dust

because they have forsaken the LORD, the spring of living water.
In any case Jesus said to them, let he who is without sin cast the first stone.

And what we see is that they all thought better of themselves and left.

It is interesting to note, that the older ones left first…

But what I see here is a lesson for me:

Matt 7:1-2-

Mercy triumphs over evil, and grace over law.

Was Jesus easy on sin here?

No, he knew full well he was going to die for that sin

But Jesus taught her what he desires to teach us:

John 8:11

Neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin."
God has given us a new life.

The old life of sin, we can leave behind and walk away from

If we are only willing to.

Yes, it is OK to point out sin- But it is even better to give hope, as well.

The second contrast is:

2. Light versus Darkness

John 8:12-20-

Jesus began his statement to them with this phrase: “I am the light of the world”

Just as the sun is the center and source of life and light for our solar system

God is the center and source of light and life for all things

But as usual, instead of accepting his message, the Pharisees attacked the messenger.

They accused him of bearing witness to himself, which was not permitted.

And Jesus answered with a lesson.

John 8:14

"Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid,

for I know where I came from and where I am going.
Light has to bear witness to itself

Because those who can not see the light are blind- they live in darkness and do not understand.

What a good conviction for us to have as well.

Truth when examined only shows itself to be more truthful.

There is a right and there is a wrong-God’s will is not up for debate, nor is it relative.

Jesus said his decisions were right because he stood with the father

God alone is supreme and his way is truth.

It does not matter who claims it-

And my understanding or agreement with it does not make it more or less truthful

Jesus is the light of the world, whoever follows him will never walk in darkness

But will have the light of life-

Do you know where you came from and where you are going?

Then Jesus tells them the consequences of these decisions

3. Life and death-

John 8:21-30-

Although many put their faith in him, the Jewish leaders did not

They were wasting their chance at life by arguing with him, instead of trusting him

What Jesus was making clear, is that one day, their opportunities would end.

The statement he makes is one of the boldest and most direct statements in the Bible

John 8:24

If you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.
What is incredible is the Jews response:-  Who are you?

He had given them every evidence that he is the Son of God

Yet they deliberately rejected that evidence.

Jesus’ reply was simple-

I am exactly what I have been claiming all along.

And again, I see myself in their response.

Having God and his word right before me, yet so often I still ask for more proof.

I often say to God, If I could just have a sign, then I could believe more- but he has shown me the signs
If you would just make your will clear to me- But his word does just that
He makes himself clear over and over and I do just what the Jews did.

I argue with him instead of trusting him.

His will is not as difficult as I make it out to be,

It is a matter of life and death.

If I believe I will live.

Those who believe have seen the light, and understand the 4th point

The difference between 

4. Freedom and Bondage-

John 8:31-41-

This is the truth that we have just discussed in our morning class for the past few weeks.

If you hold to his teaching, then you are really his disciples.

The Jews were the religious elite- but did not hold to his truth.

Their security was in their past, and their hope was in their position.

And Jesus made it clear- Truth is to be lived, and it is truth that sets us free.

Everyone who sins is a slave to sin.

It is as plain as Life and death, or darkness and light- 

Gods way is clear and leaves no room for debate

Jesus draws that distinction with them in 

John 8:37-39

I know you are Abraham's descendants. Yet you are ready to kill me, 

Because you have no room for my word.  I am telling you what I have seen in the Father's presence, and you do what you have heard from your father."

"Abraham is our father," they answered.

"If you were Abraham's children," said Jesus, "then you would do the things Abraham did.
It is so convicting to look at my life and see where I have disobeyed

And listen to the words of John 8:42-47.

So often I look at my sin and think, well we all have struggles

I look at my lack of action and say, well, God understands

And I look at how I often do not do what I know I should and look for my excuse.

Jesus cuts through that excuse in:

John 8:42-47-

When God offers me freedom, I must first realize I have been a slave.

Maybe I need to understand that all too often, I still am!

But, I also need to be clear on the fact that freedom is not too far away.

Freedom is what he offers, and freedom is what a life in him really is

Do I believe he is the way to that freedom?

Will I accept the gift of freedom he graciously offers?

If I hold to his teaching, I am truly his disciple

Then I will know the truth, and the truth will set me free.

But as usual the Jews rejected it.

And got into personal attacks.

Jesus, however, did not respond in kind…

Instead he spoke of our last point:

5.  Honor and Dishonor-

John 8:48-59-

The Jews statement in John 8:41- “Well, WE are not illegitimate children”

May have been a back handed cut at the fact that Mary was with child before she was wed to Joseph

But the statement: "Aren't we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?" 

Cut right to the point.

Jesus’ response is both gentle and encouraging-

John 8:49-51

"I am not possessed by a demon," said Jesus, "but I honor my Father and you dishonor me.

I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge.

I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death."
He first warned them earlier that if they did not believe him they would die in their sins

And now he invites them again to trust in his word and never see death.

Jesus speaks of this as a matter of honor and dishonor.

He tells us that we are not to be seeking our own honor, but God’s.

We are not to seek our own glory but his.

From accepting God as the center of all things, to holding to his teachings

From life and death to the freedom that comes from truth

God alone is to be supreme.

And his will needs to be our solid foundation.

And then he tells us something miraculous happens

John 8:54

"If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing.

My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me
God gives us honor as well.

John 12:23-26-

For our invitation tonight I want us to learn a lesson from these Pharisees:

The most difficult people to win to Christ, are the ones who do not realize they have a need.

People under the condemnation of God, who trust in their religion to save them

Walking in the darkness because the light of life holds too much uncertainty

In bondage to sin, because freedom is not what they have been taught.

People who do not reflect God

And so Jesus says they dishonor him

When all the while Jesus is offering life- and truth, and freedom

If we would only believe.

Are you willing to believe?

John 8:31-32-

Come forward as we sing the song of invitation

And let us help you find the freedom Christ offers.

