John 7- At the feast

In John 7 we get to see the events of the feast of Tabernacles

The feast of Tabernacles followed the feast of trumpets and the Day of Atonement

And it was a festive time for all of the people.

The temple area was lit up by large candlesticks 

To remind the people of the pillar of fire that lead them through the dessert,

And each day the priests would carry water from the pool of Siloam and pour it from a golden vessel 

To remind the Jews of the water God brought forth from the rock through Moses.

It was a jubilant time for the people- but not for Jesus

The very people celebrating the gifts of God, were also planning on killing the son of God.

John 7:1-

As we go though John 7, we get to see the difficulties that Jesus had to face 

Not only from the religious leaders, but from family, friends and his own people-

So many, even among those who had seen him and knew him best refused to believe

John 7:2-10 tells us of the first period of time-

1.  Before the feast-

John 7:2-7-

Before we even get into the disbelief of those close to him, 

It is important to notice who we are speaking about here.

The passage is talking about Jesus’ brothers.

We find them mentioned in this passage and in many others- and it is important to note

That contrary to what other religions teach, Jesus had physical brothers.

And what we see in John 7, is an example of the situation in Mark 6

Where Jesus let us know, even among his own family, he would be betrayed.

Mark 6:2-5

Isn't this the carpenter? Isn't this Mary's son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon?

Aren't his sisters here with us?" And the people took offense at him.  Then, Jesus said,

"Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet without honor."
Jesus’ brothers did not believe.

Here were men who saw his miracles (verse 3-4)

They knew of his power

And were going to a religious feast- yet were rejecting their own messiah.

Prophecy was fulfilled here

Ps 69:8

I am a stranger to my brothers, an alien to my own mother's sons
But Jesus’ brothers are not too unique are they?

Not only the scriptures, but even today’s churches are filled with people just like them.

People who know of the power of God, the miracles of God and the wisdom of God

Yet refuse to allow that knowledge lead them to a belief that takes action.

And Jesus tells us why-

The world hates him because he testifies about the state of their hearts and actions

But of all of those who disown him,

This is possibly the one persecution that hurt Jesus the most.

Not the people who did not know… 

They were the ones Jesus referred to as harassed and helpless

The greatest pain must come from the people who did know, but didn’t seem to care

People who look at his life, and still put their own lives first

People who could have his power, but would rather stick with their own

People who saw him and knew that he laid down his life for them- 

but went on living their old life, unaffected

People that not even knowing the truth will change

Luke 6:46-49-

Belief is not in the knowing or the hearing

It is in the trust to put his words into practice

But those people are few and far between.

As we see, the lack of belief in John chapter 7 is shown even more as the feast goes on

2. During the feast-

It is during the feast that the people got involved in the debate-

The Jewish leaders, the crowd at the festival, and the Jews who lived in Jerusalem 

All began taking part in what destroys so many churches today

They overlooked the savior that was right before them, and got involved in the debate

It started with them debating his character

John 7:11-13-

What was the reason for this debate? 

Didn’t his actions speak for themselves?

No one questioned his miracles, nor did they question his power.

What people questioned was his authority, and his intent.

Because these were the things that demanded a response in their own lives

And so, like us, the debate then turned to quarrelling over doctrine:

John 7:14-19-

Again the question was not on what Jesus did, or even the truth of his words

The question was: “How did he get such learning?”

“Where did your learning come from?”

Who had the authority to teach you these things, and who are you to claim them as true?

But again, these questions are no different from what we hear today.

Who are you to claim you know the truth?

Other churches and religions have been around for thousands of years.. Are you saying they are wrong?

Who are you to say you know God’s will?

Aren’t there many other men much more educated?… Shouldn’t we believe them?

Yet Jesus’ challenge to them was easy and clear:

John 7:17

If anyone chooses to do God's will,

he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.
But they were not willing.

The debate they enjoyed. The knowledge they treasured,

But application?…. faith… and Obedience? 

Truth was not of great enough value, to sacrifice their opinions for.

Instead of looking at the truth, they gave this response

John 7:20-24-

And then the residents joined in:

John 7:25-31-
What they thought they knew, they did not.

They spent all their efforts fighting doctrine, arguing things from a worldly point of view-

But these were spiritual truths.

1 Corinthians 2:6-15-

Jesus made this point clear in John 7:17 that the wisdom of God is only made clear to you

As you set aside your worldly wisdom and give it a try

Christianity demands faith.

And this is a lesson I need to learn, and I believe is one of the weaknesses of the Church.

Romans 2:6-11-

If I stand up for truth, if I give myself to service, if I seek first his Kingdom

Everything else will be given to me

God will give to each man according to what he has done- glory, honor, and peace

Yet when it comes time to take that stand

When it comes time for me to make a tough decision, an unpopular decision- One that calls for faith…

Whether it is repentance, or openness, or evangelism 

Or just loving others properly.

How often- instead of being spiritual- Do I do what the people here did.

I try to make it make sense first… I intellectualize it-

I stand by my credentials, I make these things doctrinal arguments, 

And I protect not only my traditions, but my comfort-

And just like the people here, I cause what we see at the end of the feast

3. At the end of the feast-

John 7:37-39-

What an encouragement! What an amazing promise for God’s people!

Jesus made himself clear, and offered them unity

Unity with God- life and hope through the spirit

Yet what they strove for was division

John 7:40-44-

And the division turned to name calling

John 7:45-49-

Has anyone we know.. Anyone we respect, ever believed him?

Well, then let’s stick with what we have always done- Stay with what we have always thought

And anyone who disagrees with us, must be under a curse

And here is where the people stood.  

In the presence of God himself, yet divided over the issues

And when given the chance to know the truth   

They opted to stick with the debate.

And in the end, almost none of them saw what was right before their eyes.

Yet one man stood up and said, I want to know for sure- 

Nicodemus

John 7:50-52-

He did look into it-

And he did find out.

This was the same man that we saw in John 3:4-8-

John 3:4-8-

And Nicodemus was the very same man that later we know came to believe, in John chapter 19

Nicodemus searched for truth, not debate.

And he responded in faith to the words of God.

For our invitation

How will you respond to the debate?

Are you willing to be born again of water and the spirit?

Are you willing to lay down your life and do his will… and verify whether or not Jesus is from God?

Or do you just like the knowledge and the debate?

Jesus is asking you to do more than just know of him (like his brothers)

And asking more than for you to discuss doctrine (like the crowd)

He is asking you to believe

To do and to know.

If anyone chooses to do God's will,

he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.
Will you respond to his promise by doing?

By letting his word shape who you are, and not just what you think?

Let us help you know him, this evening- 

If you have needs come forward.

Take that step of faith, As we stand and sing the song of invitation.

