John 6- The crowd

Between the healing of the paralytic in John 5 and the feeding of the 5000 in John 6, 

You have many events that took place, 

Most noteworthy of these is the Sermon on the Mount.

But none of these events are mentioned in all 4 Gospels

Yet for some reason, this miracle, the feeding of the 5,000, was a miracle of such magnitude 

That it is included in all 4 Gospels.

As much as any other event in scripture, this miracle lets us see not only into the heart of Christ

But also into the heart of his disciples, and the heart of the crowd.

3 events took place with this crowd- He fed them, he left them, and he taught them

As we look into these 3 events, we can see ourselves and learn about our heart and faith

And see in these people, God’s response to us.

1. He fed the crowd-

John 6:1-13-

The problem?  5,000 people needing to be fed, and no food in sight.

The Question? “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?”

The answer?…. Well, that is where it gets interesting…

Its funny that no one else thought of the needs of these people. Not even the people themselves

It is Jesus who looked to them and asked, “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat.”

4 Suggestions were given. 

And as we look at them we get to see into our own hearts.

A. First the disciples suggested that Jesus send the people away.

Matt 14:15-16- How often is that our mindset?

There is a problem in the church, a problem with growth, a need that should be met-

And our answer?.. Move on… forget it, don’t address it, no change needed. 

Brush it under the carpet and hope it disappears.

This is not the role of the church, this is not the duty of each Christian and we have no authority to do it

Send the people away.

Be warm and well fed, and thanks for worshipping with us!

But what we see is- “Send the people away” may be popular some times… BUT never with Jesus.

B. The second suggestion came from Philip. “Raise more money.”

In verse 7 we see that Philip estimated the cost and it was 200 days wages. (8 months)

Well, at least Philip was thinking.

Hey Jesus, lets take a collection.. How much will it cost!

Can you relate to Philip?

Isn’t that our mindset, quite often?  Take a collection, toss money at the problem.

Pass the “buck” to pardon the pun.

Lets look at problems and determine if we will help based on if we can afford it.

Instead of looking at problems and committing to help regardless of cost.

Yet how often is money really the answer (or the obstacle) when you get down to it?

We lack in evangelism- So, hire a preacher- support a missionary

We need to make an impact- 

Well, maybe if we had more people, a flashier building, or nicer things, we would

Whenever we need to take responsibility, it is much easier to throw money at it-

Or pay someone else to do it.

But Jesus’ response was- “You give them something to eat”

You do it- It is your responsibility

C. The third response came from Andrew. His response is both amazing and ridiculous.

John 6:9-

On one hand, this is ridiculous because who on earth would think so little could feed so many

On the other it is amazing because he had the faith to turn what he could do, over to Jesus

Which leads Jesus to the response that we need to learn to have:

D. The fourth solution came from Christ, and it was the proper solution

Take what you have, and then look to God.

The lesson is clear, whenever there is a need, give all that you have to Jesus and let him do the rest, 

Begin with what you have, but be sure to give him your all.

Jesus can do a lot with a little.

-  If you lack the faith to share you faith- take the faith you have and pray

Pray for growth, pray for workers, pray for courage, pray that you will grow.

-  If you lack the funds to help the needy- remember you are rich in love

Take the love you have been given and share it.

Do not make them go elsewhere for truth, or for aid

Do not pass the buck onto someone else or try to wow them with flair

Take what you have and make the most of it

And then do what Jesus did- Jesus gave thanks.

John 6:11-12-

The lesson for us is- Instead of complaining about what we do not have, 

Give thanks for what you do have, and make the most of it

It can accomplish much in the hands of our God.

But then look what Jesus did next:

2. He left the crowd-

John 6:15-21-

Why did he leave the crowd?

The Bible tells us that they were trying to force him into being King

But Jesus knew that their faith was turning into a crutch.

They wanted to make him king- but they were expecting free lunch

But Jesus left for another reason- He had a lesson for his disciples.

Mark 6:45-52

It was not only the crowd that was confused.

The disciples who just had their faith strengthened were now put to the test.

Feeding the 5,000 was the lesson, and the storm was the examination after the lesson

Jesus saw that his disciples still needed to learn.

Jesus is not afraid to let us row ourselves into a storm to see what our faith will do

And he also is not afraid to leave us to our own decisions and wait for us on the other side

He knew faith had to be developed and sincere, for the disciples and the crowd.

And it is the same for us-

How do we do with our faith, when it is just us and God?

When the show is over and the miracles are done, and now it is our turn to respond?

How do we do when we are all alone and the waves are beating upon us?

Too often “the bread and the circus” is the method of many churches.

Big events, large bands, big shows, and big talk- But there is never the test.

And if faith is not being practiced- 

The answer is to pacify the crowd, and put on a better show.

But that is never Jesus’ response.

Where is the growth without the test?

The disciples just saw Jesus do an amazing miracle, but what did they learn from it?

There comes a time when we need to look at God and make a decision of faith.

When we are not getting the gifts, when the free food is not pouring from the baskets

And our needs are not being filled to overflowing.

What do we do when we face that test?

That is the point where we show where our faith truly is.

And it is at that point that Jesus picks us up and tells us, “Ok now we will grow together from there”

Jesus will not leave us in the storm…

He calmed the storm, he comforted the disciples and then:

3. He taught the crowd

What was their response to his teaching?

Like us, we see many different ways people respond to God and his blessings.

And in this crowd we also can see ourselves- In which of these groups are you?

Some were seeking-

John 6:22-29- 

They were seeking, but for what reason?

They started seeking Christ, but moved to seeking their fill.

They wanted to see and believe, but faith based on signs and not on the word, can lead a person astray

Christianity should not be our free pass to heavenly goodies.

As Jesus said to his followers in Mark 10:43-45

Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,

and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
Yet how often does the excitement of our faith stop when we are not treated the way we want?

How often do we get the mindset, “What has God done for me lately”,

Or “what have I really been getting out of this?”

And how often do we forget that in this life we are not searching for material gain, or comfort

We are responding to the eternal blessings that God himself gave us in advance

Jesus reminds them of this with a hard reaching

John 6:35-40

Our blessings come as we do his will.

Our blessing comes as we set aside our lives of worldly comfort, and depend on spiritual food

We are not here to get, but to give.

And this teaching brought about the second response we see from the crowd:

Some were murmuring-

John 6:41-51

Discontent, and unsatisfied, they focussed on who he was, and not what he said.

He spoke as the man from heaven and they said, “who is it”

Just like when God gave them bread from heaven they called it manna, which means, “what is it” 

Remember in Ex 16:14-15

When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground appeared on the desert floor.

When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, "What is it?" For they did not know what it was.

Moses said to them, "It is the bread the LORD has given you to eat.”
What is funny is, during the time they had manna they were grumblers too.

There is an interesting thing about manna- 

It was the gift of God, given to a rebellious people

All they had to do was kneel down and pick it up- and if they failed to pick it up they walked on it.

It is the same thing with the bread of life

You either let it fill you, or you disgrace it

Heb 10:26-29-

When we look at these people, we notice, their murmuring was on the same thing we often murmur about

#1- the teaching is too hard

and #2 who are you to correct me!

John 6:42

They said, "Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?

How can he now say, 'I came down from heaven'?"
Didn’t they just see the miracles? Not just loaves and fishes- 

The other accounts also say that during this time he sat and healed all the people..

But when it came to someone correcting them and their lives…
When it came to calling them to work…

The response became just like ours often is…

Who are you to correct me?

Then we see the third response:

Still more were striving-

Not striving in a good way. Causing strife- fighting and quarreling.

John 6:52-59-

God can’t do it.

How can this man give us his flesh to eat?

Because it doesn’t make sense to me- I’m not buying into it!

And how often is this the attitude in the church?

My way or the highway- If it’s not my idea or I don’t like it, I’m just not participating!

This isn’t what I want to do… so I won’t.

God is sovereign? Bah!. This is my spiritual life and I’ll do what I want.

Which always leads to the last group:

At the end, almost all of them were departing-

John 6:60-66-

Things got tough and they left.

This was a hard teaching….

I kind of like Jesus’ response: John 6:61-63

Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, "Does this offend you?

What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before!
Yes, if we saw that, the hardness of this teaching wouldn’t matter so much would it?

You see it is an issue of our faith.

All of my complaining, all of my neglect- what is it over?

Comfort, pride, laziness, bad priorities…

We all need to learn this lesson: The spirit gives life, the flesh counts for nothing!

It all comes down to the supremacy of God.

Do you believe?

Do you believe enough to kneel down and let the bread of life fill you?

For our invitation: when you hear his teachings, which person in the crowd are you?

It is time we look at our responses to his word, and see the results they yield.

We must be convicted about the supremacy of God

Look at the 12

John 6:67-69

Do you believe that today?

Are you willing to lay down your life, take the correction from his word-

And let God alone fill you?

Then obey his word today.

It is not time to argue- to pass the buck- or to question the messenger

It is time for us to examine the truth and obey it.

Can we help you do that tonight?

If you have needs, if it is time for you to make Jesus Lord and unite yourself with him in baptism

Make your needs known now.

As we stand and sing the song of invitation

