John 5-  Equal to God.

As we move into John chapter 5, Jesus’ ministry goes from one of a more private nature with his disciples 

To one of a public nature involving conflict with the Pharisees.

The miracle we see in John 5 was not only public-

It was done on the Sabbath, and incited the opposition of the religious elite.

We have 3 major events in John chapter 5, 

And as we look at them, we see Jesus’ claim brought to the forefront of his ministry

That he alone is God.

1. The cure-

John 5:1-15-

Here we find a man who was an invalid for 38 years.

38 years of suffering- 38 years of not being able to live life to the full.

Yet Jesus asked him the question he asks us- “Do you want to get well?”

It seems like a silly question until you make it personal.

What about our lives, and the sin that causes us to suffer?

What about the lack of a Christ-like life that causes us to not live life to the full

How many times have we heard the invitation to get well and decided, “well, now is not the time.”

I Mean, if Jesus wants to just “POOF” and make me holy I’m all for it

But if it takes sacrifice and effort- If I have to do something….

Well, I need to decide how important this really is to me.

Jesus didn’t just wave his hand over this man, he too needed to do something.

John 5:8

Then Jesus said to him, "Get up! Pick up your mat and walk."
I need to commend this man for his ambition.

He could have just as easily said, pick up my mat? That is too hard!

It’s too much, too soon!  “Will work for food Jesus!”  I didn’t want a job, I wanted a handout!

But he didn’t.

He picked up his mat and walked.

What do we say, when Jesus tells us what we need to do to be well?

Maybe even after 38 years of us doing things our own way?

There is a lesson there for us- 

And I believe there was a lesson there for the Jews too

The first two miracles we saw so far, were private in nature- but this one was public

I wonder if he did it to prove a point?

Jesus always made a lesson from what was there- and it may have been the case here as well-

38 years the man was ill- maybe Jesus saw in him a chance to speak to his own people

Could he have remembered Deut 2: 13-15-
Was he reminding his people about the time in the dessert?

Was he making this miracle public to tell his people, you have been spiritually sick too long, 

The great physician is here?

But Just as strange- look at verse 13-

After healing this man, what did Jesus do?… it says that Jesus slipped away. 

All of the people gathered by this pool, yet he did not heal any others, why just this one? 

And why slip away?

I believe Jesus was letting the people of Israel see this and was waiting for a response

Just like was he waiting for a response from this man.

Because something else was strange about this healing-

Look at John 5:12-13 again.

This man was not healed due to faith- He didn’t know who Jesus was.

But he responded IN faith- He responded due to what God did for him First!

And every indication we have is that he did respond.

In verse 14 we find him at the temple- and look at Jesus’ words

Stop sinning or something worse will happen-

Worse than 38 years as an invalid?

Jesus put sin into a whole new perspective with this guy.

I wonder how many of us appreciate our cleansing like this man did.

But do we realize what an amazing miracle we have been given?

We have been set free from something far greater than physical troubles

And Jesus tells this man the same thing he tells us-

What is important is that you are cleansed from your sin

And the man’s response is the exact same as we saw of those in chapter 4

The same as ours should be

John 5:15

The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well.
He told the good news of what God had done for him

And so should we.

But that always leads to point number 2-

2. The controversy-

John 5:16-18-

Jesus was a controversial figure- 

He deliberately challenged the legal traditions of the scribes and Pharisees.

WHY?

Because they had taken the Sabbath- God’s gift to man 

And transformed it into a prison house of regulations and restrictions.

Matt 15:7-9

You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you:

"'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.

They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.'"
Don’t we do the same thing though- 

These guys saw a miracle and they spent their time arguing about if it was done o the proper day-

Oblivious to the fact that the one who can bring life is the one who created the Sabbath.

And just like them- we have been saved from sin and death- 

But instead of rejoicing and filling our area with the good news about Jesus, who saved us- 

We have become known as a people who argue musical instruments, how many cups, 

And what the Greek word means.

People who as Jesus later says in verses 39-40

Diligently study the Scriptures because we think that by them we possess eternal life.

yet refuse to come to him to have life.
But this was not the greatest controversy- 

the thing that really angered them was this:

John 5:17-18

Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working."

For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath,

But he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.
They were mad, not so much about the miracle… they were mad about:

3. The claim-

Jesus claimed to be equal with God

That is an amazing claim-

But it came with proof. Jesus never denied it and he never argued it, he gave evidence
John 5:19-23-

He tells them here the same thing he repeated in John 10:30-  “I and the Father are one."  
And this angered them terribly.

Yet this is a claim that we should be making too isn’t it?

Not that we ARE God, but that there is evidence in us, as to our unity with the father!

John 17:20-23-

When we claim our unity with God, look at the evidence Jesus offered

And ask yourself, what evidence would I offer to back my claim?

Evidence #1- I do what the father does
John 5:19 tells us:

Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself;

He can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
Is this your resolve?

Whatever I see the father doing, I also will do

I will walk as Jesus did. I will call people from darkness to light

My life and ways and example are a testimony that I am from God.

How about:

Evidence #2- I live life to the full-
John 5:24-26-

Having life in yourself- Life to the full 

John 10:10

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;

I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
Is our life, a witness to the life of Christ?

New priorities, a new witness- a life filled with joy and passion- adventure and conviction

The confidence that shows God is in me and I am in him- and that he has given me POWER!

Look at the 12- 

Acts 4:13-

God tells us that we too are his witnesses

We are his ambassadors and our light is to shine to men

Because he has filled us with the light of life.

And then he gave

Evidence #3- The evidence of truth
John 5:27-30-

As Jesus said earlier he did not come to judge-  but his judgements are just

Because they are based on truth- And the word of truth was evidence of his unity with God.

How do we do at viewing people and things in the light of truth?

Do I stand up for it? Is the word of God my only standard?

Do I realize both the goal and the reward of faith?

In all I do, I must judge others and myself with sober judgement and seek to please not myself but God

Because the confidence to stand up for truth- 

And the wisdom to spread it to others with grace, and power

Also gives evidence that we are from God.

But for Jesus-  His claim came not only with evidences but with witnesses-
As we keep on reading, Jesus makes it clear that he does not make this claim alone

It is on the testimony of witnesses he can prove he is God.

First was John the Baptist:

John 5:31-35-

People knew that John was a prophet from God- And John gave his testimony clearly in 

John 1:14-16-

And yet the religious refused his testimony, not because of the evidence

But because it did not fit in with their own will and traditions

Matt 21:23-27-

So Jesus gave them more witnesses-

#2 was the miracles themselves

John 5:36-38-

Jesus claimed that his power and works made it clear who he was.

He was doing the work of the father

And this is our witness too

John 15:8
This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
Yet this witness too was questioned

Matt 12:22-28-

Our lives and the miracle of what God has done for us should also bear witness to the father

But just as we see with the Pharisees some people will not even accept that.

And so, Finally Jesus brings out:

#3 The witness of God and his word

This is the final witness because this is the judge that looks at men’s hearts.

John 5:39-47

But this witness too was rejected by them

How often does this too apply to us:

The Jewish scribes tried so hard to know the word of God, 

That they neglected to see the God of the Word.

They counted the very letters of the text, but missed the spiritual truths they contained.

Like us, they made up their own rules 

And became so enslaved by what we “did or did not have authority to do”, that they did nothing.

When Jesus pointed this out he said that their problem came down to one thing:

Lack of love

John 5:41-42

"I do not accept praise from men, but I know you.

I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts
Their attitude toward the word hindered their faith and so did their attitude toward each other.

Matt 23:1-7-

They were so concerned with being honored by men, 

That they did not seek the honor that comes from God

The knew the truth, they knew the importance of salvation

They knew just like we do- 

But they didn’t care enough to look past this world and look past how they would Look, 

And then stand up for truth.

And the very scriptures that they used to justify their beliefs testified against them

On what is our faith based?

Do we have evidence of it? Is there a witness to our belief?

For our invitation tonight, this is the witness I want to remind us of-

The word of God.

In the final verse of John 5, Jesus says:

John 5:47

“But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?"
What are we going to respond to?

Are we permitting religious tradition (what we have always done) to blind us to the word of God?

Are we refusing to follow the truth because of what people may think or do?

Are we so involved in trying to be seen as religious that we fail to see Christ in this world?

We can not go on living for mere pleasure, or status,

Nor can we go on living for the world or its comforts

We must be convinced of the reality of the witness of God and the certainty of who he is

The Life, truth, and miracles of God, that cause us to desire to please him only

What we must ask ourselves is:

Does my religion give me a big head, or a burning heart?

We must learn to respond to the love of God.

If you need to make a public statement or confession tonight

If you need to respond to his word as truth, and be obedient to his plan of salvation

Take advantage of the time now

Come forward and let us help you

As we stand and sing the song of invitation

