John 4- True faith

As we look into John chapter 4 we see Jesus, as he ministers to 4 groups of people:

The woman at the well, his own disciples, the Samaritan people, and a Nobleman

And the focus of John’s message here is faith in Jesus Christ.

John is fulfilling the purpose of his Gospel, 

By showing us how various kinds and classes of people can come to faith in Jesus. 

And the essence of what real faith truly is-

We start off in John chapter 4 looking at:

1. The Samaritan woman-

John 4:1-10-

Because the Jews were trying to incite competition between Jesus and John the Baptist

Jesus headed North to Galilee.

There were 3 routes he could have taken:

Along the coast, along the Jordan and through Perea, or through Samaria

The route he chose was quite interesting:

The Samaritans were a mixed race, part Jew and part Gentile, that grew from the Assyrian captivity,

And they were rejected by the Jews because they could not prove their genealogy.

So they went off and established their own temple at Mount Gerazim.

This only fanned into flame the hatred of the Jews for the Samaritans.

So why would Jesus take this route?

Well as we just read, Jesus was to meet a woman there and lead her to saving faith

And that faith would impact an entire village.

In thinking about his choice of routes, I can’t help but think of Acts 17:26-27

From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth;

and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.

God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him,

though he is not far from each one of us
It makes me wonder….Why do we go where we go?

I wonder why God has us take the routes we do…

How often do we have as Jesus later states, “a field ripe for harvest” right in front of us?

And how often do we go by these people, never knowing the potential that is there?

In that day it was not proper for any man, especially a rabbi, to speak to a strange woman

But our Lord set customs and what is acceptable aside because a soul’s salvation was at stake.

And he did what we all should do, he opened his mouth and spoke to her.

But look at how he spoke:

As we learned last week, Jesus did not use sales talk, and he did not talk down to people-

He teaches us that we need to speak to people on their terms, not ours.

He looked to their needs, not the ones we would like to push on them

And he spoke to their hearts about things they understood.

To this woman at the well, he spoke of living water.

John 4:10-

Jesus explained to her that she was ignorant of 3 very important facts

Who he was, what he had to offer, and how she could receive it.

And as we read on we see her response:

John 4:11-15-

It is funny the lessons we can learn here, and how easily we can see ourselves in this woman.

Jesus speaks to her of living water and her first concern is: 

How do you get it, and who are you to give it to me.

What is the catch Jesus, and where are the rules?

Jesus’ replay is: there is no catch:

"Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,

but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.

Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."
And he tells her the same thing he tells us in

Matt 6:33-34-

Eternal life!  Just seek him, drink deep of his love…

You too can have eternal life!

And her response is like many of ours is:

Sir give me this water!

Raise your hand if you would like salvation?

Raise your hand if you would like eternal life- the love of God welling up in you…

Well listen close to his response:

John 4:16-24-

Go and get your husband!

Now where did that statement come from? Think about that for a second…

Jesus is giving her the answer he gives each of us that raised our hand-

The only way to prepare the soil for a seed- 

The only way to get you ready for life to the full is to plow the soil

You need to soften up your heart with conviction- woman it is time we deal with your sin.

Obtaining life means we need to face our sin and pick a side.

And Jesus put the plow right to the hard spots…. 

And what we see is she responded the same way we do:

John 4:20

Our fathers worshiped on this mountain,

but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem."
Just like us, when we are confronted, It is much more comfortable to fight doctrine than to face sin!

And Jesus’ explanation to her was no less challenging to her than it is to us

Re read:

John 4:23-24-

It is time we take the worship out of the building

It is time where we stop placing importance on the mountain

True worship is who you are- it is your life-

You must worship in spirit and truth.

Rom 12:1-2

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices,

holy and pleasing to God-this is your spiritual act of worship.
The woman responded-

Her faith became active- and like Peter and the apostles at the boat

She left her things behind and went out and shared the good news.

But speaking of the disciples.. There was a lesson here for them as well:

2. The disciples-

John 4:27-38-

The disciples returned from the town not daring to question the master talking to a woman.

They had other things on their mind… the food.

But Jesus was to teach them a few things about true nourishment 

And expose a little bit about their hearts in the process.

His words were, "I have food to eat that you know nothing about."

And he explained to them that doing the Father’s will- in this case leading this woman to salvation

Was true nourishment for his soul.

How many of us view doing God’s will in this light?

And how many of us when it comes to making the effort to save souls have been on a starvation diet?

Just like us what we see in the disciples was that food, and comfort were their big concern all day.

Did you ever think where they went to get their food?

Verse 8 tells us they went into the town nearby.

And where was it that the woman went with her message?

Verse 28 says she went to the same town.

Isn’t it odd that Jesus’ disciples, men who were selected for the sole purpose and mission

Of testifying to the will of God and proclaiming his kingdom came back from town with food

Yet this one woman went with the bread of life and brought back the whole town?

And isn’t that a lot like us?

We spend so much of our days and time concerned about our own needs and wants 

That we also miss the whole point about life to the full.

I can see them now going into the town of Sychar…

There’ll be no harvest here… they all have their own religion.

They won’t listen, they hate us Jews!

But just like us, the opposite was true.

The harvest was ready, God only needed faithful workers to claim it.

It seems that we are not alone in the fact that when it comes to witnessing for Christ

It is always the wrong time and the wrong place.

Peter and John however learned their lesson- a few years later in Acts 8 they meet with Samaritans again

But as Acts 8:25 tells us… this time, they preached!

How about group #3

3. The Samaritans-

John 4:39-42-

Look at the impact of a person excited about God’s work in their life!

Many of the Samaritans believed!

But Jesus knew the importance of someone being grounded in the word.

Although these people started by believing due to the words of the woman,

They soon learned to trust the words of the savior- 

For two days he taught and strengthened them

Their response at the end-

“Now we know that this man really is the savior of the world”

And in this we find another lesson for ourselves:

These Samaritans found truth in the most unusual place.

They could have rejected him, when they found he was a Jew, but they didn’t

Their minds were open to truth where ever it was to be found- and ours should be too.

And with this crowd we see the fulfillment of the promise of Jesus

John 15:1-5-

The Samaritan woman bore fruit, as many believed (verse 39)

 She bore more fruit as many more believed (verse 41)

And even today continues to bear much fruit though her life and actions…

When the purpose of your life is to share with joy what God has done for you,

Amazing things happen.

And finally we see the faith of the nobleman

4.  The Nobleman-

John 4:46-53-

This is a story about faith, and as we read it I want us to examine our own.

This man heard about Jesus and his miracles 

and had the faith to travel a great distance to intercede for his son.

When he gets there he begs Jesus to come with him and heal his son.

Our first lesson from this is how many of us have that kind of faith?

How many of us when things go wrong, or when we need help turn directly to Jesus?

And how many try to do on our own first, and only turn to God when things fail.

Looking at this man.  His son was near death, yet he left him to go to Jesus.

It must have taken great faith to leave his son behind.

But even with his faith he had two mistakes with his thinking

#1- that Jesus had to go to Capernaum to heal the boy

#2- that if the boy died it would be too late.

How often do we do that?

Put God’s power on our terms?

How often do we say, God, here’s what I want you to do… and here’s how I think you should do it?

But as we saw with the woman and the Samaritans 

This man’s faith follows a pattern that many of us need to take note of;

First he started off with crisis faith-

The time had come when Jesus was his only hope.

And as scary as it is sometimes this is usually a good place for us to be.

Because it forces us to look to Jesus.

And this is exactly where we should have turned from the very beginning-

Because in turning to him we will see his power

And our faith will turn into confident faith

He believed the word and had confidence in his heart.

Look at the phrase the Bible uses: “He took Jesus at his word and departed”

Have we gotten to this point?

Do we argue, do we delay, do we worry, or refuse to try- or do we take Jesus at his word and go?

Jesus says you will bear much fruit- do we believe and go?

Jesus says he will be with us- do we believe and go?

Jesus says seek me first and all will be given to you- do we believe and go?

When we do what happened to this nobleman happens to us:

Our confident faith becomes confirmed faith-

The boy was completely healed and due to his actions and faith- he got to see the power of God.

And finally we need to learn from this man a lesson that many of us have yet to embrace

His confirmed faith became contagious faith!

He and his whole household became believers.

He shared the goodness and the power of God in his life.

So in closing I want to ask us.. What if he didn’t take that first step?

What if he didn’t believe and go?

Because that is our invitation for you this evening-

It is time for us to believe and go.

As we go about our day, buying food, caring for ourselves, it is time we learn to believe and Go

We have been called to a purpose

With people we do not know and people we can not imagine listening

It is time we believe and go- God has a harvest waiting if we are willing to be the workers

In the most unlikely places, with the most unlikely of people

It is time for us to believe and go- true faith is contagious

When we do not understand or can not imagine God’s way… but want our own way

Its time for us to believe and go, we need to learn God is supreme, and put our trust in him

And as we see the power of God, and learn to appreciate all he has done for us

It is time to believe and Go, for the fields are ripe for our harvest.

What first step do you need to take this evening?

Do you need to have his word confirmed?

Do you need to take your crisis faith and step out- and let Jesus make you confident?

Do you need to submit to him in baptism and let him confirm to you the promise of salvation?

Or do you need to trust enough to open your heart, and life and maybe mostly your mouth, 

and let the amazing power of God become contagious in your life…

Whatever you need, please come forward and make it known 

As we stand and sing the song of invitation

