John 3- New life

As we finished with Chapter two, Jesus had made quite clear to his disciples

Following him was not a passive act.

He challenged the religious leaders, he challenged the laws of nature, and he looked into the hearts of men

And now in chapter three, the ministry of Christ begins to take form

We hear his first real teachings, and are given a glimpse into the plan of God for man

This evening we are going to look at Jesus the teacher, Jesus the bridegroom, and Jesus the witness

1.  Jesus the teacher

John 3:1-3-

Nicodemus comes to Jesus calling him teacher.

And Jesus, who just one verse earlier John 2:25 was said to know “what was in a man”

Poured out to Nicodemus the secret to the kingdom of God.

You must be born again!

It is about change, and new life, Living for a different purpose, and knowing the father of our souls

But Nicodemus was not ready to understand it yet,

So Jesus the teacher begins to explain.

Like any good teacher he uses different methods- 

4 explanations to make clear to Nicodemus the nature of a Christian.

He starts off with the example of “new birth”
John 3:5-7-

Jesus begins his lesson with something universally familiar to all mankind- Birth

Yet Nicodemus, a teacher of the Jews was looking elsewhere.

Nicodemus was thinking of a natural birth, not spiritual, 

As a Jew, he thought you were born one of God’s people- but the situation is no different today.

When we speak of being born again, people often discuss their family’s religious heritage

Their church membership, and different aspects of doctrine and religious ceremonies.

But what God refers to is a totally new, changed, and Christ-like life.

Being born again means to be born of the spirit.

And just as there are two parents for a physical birth, there are two parents for our spiritual birth.

The spirit of God, and the word of God

1 Peter 1:23

For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable,

through the living and enduring word of God.
James 1:18 tells us he chose to give us birth through the word of truth

And Jesus explained to Nicodemus that the spirit of God takes the word of God-

And when the sinner believes, he gives the life of God.

We must be born again.

This is the pattern we see in the book of acts, and throughout the entire New Testament

But living “Born again” is more than just a new birth in baptism through water and the spirit.

Just as a physical child inherits the nature of the parents

The Child of God must take on the nature of God.

And it is through the spirit if Christ that we become partakers of the divine nature.

Birth is the beginning of life, and holds a promise for the future.

And we too have been given this hope as we have been born again.

1 Peter 1:3-5-

This is new Birth- and God tells us the same thing he told Nicodemus

John 3:7

You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.'
Our conversion is not about taking one step, or merely following a rule

It is a new birth, and it needs to be the beginning of a new life.

Jesus then goes on to give the second lesson about life in Christ

The wind- 

John 3:8-12-

The word wind in both Hebrew and Greek can also be translated spirit.

And as Jesus explains, those with the spirit of God will not live a predictable life

Like the wind, the spirit is invisible and powerful. It fills us with life to the full

And it demands that we submit ourselves in faith to a God that will lead us where we need to go,

And not always where we want to.

Look at what Jesus said to Peter.

John 21:18-19-

Jesus’ call to Nicodemus was to be ready.

In life, and if need be in death, to submit himself to the spirit of God

And to the leading of that spirit.

But as he stated about the Jewish leaders, they were not ready for that kind of uncertainty.

Their concern was for their reputations, It was for their security.

And they were clearly not ready to lay down their life for the will of this teacher

John 11:48

If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him,

and then the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation."
They were more concerned about the praise of men, than the praise of God

So Jesus told them plainly:

I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe;

how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things?
I wonder how many of us are ready to face in trust,

The uncertainty that true believe holds…

Third Jesus explains that this trust and faith in him is necessary,

And he uses the illustration of the serpent-  

John 3:14-18-

Although the story may not be too familiar to us, Nicodemus was a teacher of the Jews

Surely he knew the events of Numbers 21:4-9 very well.

It is a story of sin- the people rebelled against God and had to be punished.

God sent fiery serpents that bit the people and many of them died.

But it is also a story about grace- Moses interceded for the people and provided a remedy.

God told Moses to make a brass serpent and lift it on a pole for all to see.

Any stricken person who looked in faith at the serpent was immediately healed.

Just as the serpent was lifted up on that pole, the son of man was to be lifted up on a cross.

Why? To save us from sin and death.

What is interesting is the solution in both cases.

The solution back then was not to kill the serpents, or making medicine, or passing anti-serpent laws

The answer was looking in faith to God’s plan of salvation

It is the same now.

The whole world has been bitten by sin.

And our only way out is to believe in Christ and look to him in faith.

There is no other name by which we can be saved.

Jesus Christ became the uplifted serpent for us.

And he reminds us that without him we have been poisoned

The serpent in Moses’ day brought physical life to those who looked to it in faith

Jesus Christ brings eternal life to those who do the same.

He alone is all that is life, he is the light of life

And in his final explanation he presses the urgency in looking to him 

By explaining light and darkness- 

John 3:19-21-

It is interesting that Jesus uses the analogy of light and darkness with a man who came to him at night.

It is also interesting how forceful his teaching gets with this teacher of the Jews

Why do people not come into the light of life? -Because they love the darkness.

And the closer you get to the light of life, the more your sins are exposed.

It is not intellectual problems that keep people from trusting Christ,

It is moral and spiritual blindness.

And it is not sin or struggle that steal a soul, it is keeping it in the darkness.

I must love Christ and my relationship with him more than sin. 

I must openly discuss and confess my LIFE not just my actions to be called into his light.

And my goal should be to want to be seen (in the light) 

Nicodemus who came to him at night learned this lesson

We read about him again, but this time during the day, identifying himself with Jesus.

John 19:38-40

Now not only is Jesus shown in chapter 3 as the teacher, Jesus is then shown by John as:

2.  Jesus the bridegroom-

John 3:22-30

First off we need to understand what the role of John the Baptist is…

Because in many ways it is our role too-

John 1:6-9- 

John made it clear to his people that all ministry and blessing come from God.

The apostles also made this clear

1 Cor 3:7 Paul states:

Neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.

Our gifts and opportunities come from God, and he alone must get the glory.

Jesus is the bridegroom, we are merely the best man at this wedding.

And as the best man we have one goal-  To bring the bride and the bridegroom together.

The church is the bride of Christ and our joy needs to be in bringing its people to their groom.

All that I do must be out of my debt of love for him, for his glory and not mine.

This is about his kingdom, his family, and his wedding with the church.

That was the mindset of John.

Even before his birth, John the Baptist rejoiced in the Lord

In Luke 1:39-44- it says that he leapt in the womb for joy at the hearing of the Christ.

There are 3 “Musts” listed in John chapter 3

The must of the sinner: in John 3:7  “You must be born again.”
The must of the savior: In John 3:14 “the Son of Man must be lifted up”

And the must of the servant: John 3:30  “He must become greater; I must become less.” 

This needs to be our mindset as we look forward in joy

To the wedding of our savior with the bride of his church.

John 3:29

The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete.
We too need to find that joy as we hear and obey the voice of Jesus.

And as we look forward to him taking us home.

Finally John verifies his writings in the name of Jesus.

As we see John the Baptist give testimony to:

3.  Jesus the witness-

John 3:31-36

The Greek word for witness or testimony is used 47 times in John’s Gospel

But why should we listen to the testimony about Christ?

What reason is there for us to believe it?

First off because Jesus Christ came from heaven- and as John 3:31 tells us

"The one who comes from above is above all”

No earthly messenger can make that claim, not Buddha, not Mohammed, not the pope or your preacher.

And Since Jesus came from heaven he represents the father.

To reject his witness is to reject God.

John 5:22-23

But another reason we must receive it as true is because it came from him first hand

He shares what he heard directly from the Father.

His claim in John 8:38 is that he is telling us exactly what he has seen in the Father's presence,

And those who receive his witness and ACT UPON IT, 

Know by personal experience that his witness is true

Jesus’ teachings are not to be studied just intellectually, separated from every day life-

It is only when we obey his word and put it into practice that we see its truth and experience its power

This was the testimony of Jesus

John 7:16-17

Jesus answered, "My teaching is not my own. It comes from him who sent me.

If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God

or whether I speak on my own.
The third reason to believe him is that the father himself authorized this testimony

God sent him, God gave him the words he should speak, God gave him the spirit,

And God gave him all things!

To reject the son’s witness is to rebel against the highest authority in the universe.

That is the test of faith.

To let God be true and each man a liar.

In the days ahead each person hearing these words was to be tested.

And in the days ahead of us, we will be too.

What me must decide is: do we believe his testimony enough to trust in the father at all times?

Is God alone supreme in your life?

And the last reason given to believe his testimony is given in John 3:36-

John 3:36

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life,

for God's wrath remains on him."
This verse parallels verse 18 and makes it clear that there can be no neutrality when it comes to Christ

We must either trust him, or reject him.

“Everlasting life” does not just mean “eternity in heaven.”

The believer possesses that life right now.

It is the life of God in the believer.

In the same way, you do not need to die and go to hell to be under the wrath of God.

Remember John 3:18 ?

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.

And that is why John gives us this testimony.

For our invitation this evening- 

How is your relationship with God?

Our desire is that this very night you come to know him and the relationship he desires fully

It is a living relationship- That begins with new birth from above

Born again in the waters of baptism.

It is a loving relationship-  Because he is the bridegroom, and we are a part of the bride, his church
And it is a learning relationship-  Because he is the faithful witness who shares God’s truth with us.

But we can not forget the price that was paid for this relationship with us.

For us to be born into this family, Jesus Christ has to die

For us to receive the loving relationship of salvation, he had to endure the hatred of men.

He had to be lifted up- so we could have life

Are you ready to respond to him this evening?

If you have any needs, if we can help you get your relationship right with God

Please come forward and make your needs known, as we stand and sing the song of invitation.

