John 2 Zeal and Knowledge

Those of us who get to read the Gospel record sometimes can forget something.

We read the events here almost as stories- But to those who were around Jesus, they lived it

Can you imagine being in these situations?

Seeing the look in the eyes of the people around you- watching God in the flesh?

John 2 shows us 3 amazing qualities of Jesus.

It begins with his first miracle- where Jesus begins to show his disciples:

1. His glory-

John 2:1-11-

Do you want to know what I think is the coolest part of Jesus’ miracles?

He let other people in on it.

His disciples passed out the loaves and fishes that fed so many

When he healed people, many times the family members and servants were in on it-

And here:

It was the servants who poured in the water that right before their eyes turned into wine.

But have you ever considered that this was his first miracle?

It is easy to read over verse 3, when Mary comes to him and says “They have no more wine”

And it is easy to miss the feeling in Jesus’ words when he replies:

“Woman, why do you involve me, my time has not yet come”

But Mary knew exactly what she was asking for, and so did Jesus.

You see Jewish wedding feasts lasted a week.

And for the host to run out of food or wine was very embarrassing, it was socially crippling

And according to their laws they could actually be fined for it.

But what we see here is a lesson that we all can learn from

When faithful people need help they turn to Jesus.

Look at who Jesus was here:

He was the guest-

Jesus was not stuffy, he was not a recluse-

He accepted invitations to social events, and he enjoyed life to the full.

Luke 7:34

The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say,

'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and "sinners." '
Although some used his life against him, the people around him were amazed by him

Jesus has the ability to enter life’s normal experiences and sanctify them by his presence.

Jesus was invited to this wedding. He was a friend.

He made people feel warm and welcome and secure- 

I wonder if we would invite him to our parties.

Do we know him as a friend?

We also see in this chapter how Jesus was a son-

Mary did not tell Jesus what to do- 

But even though it was not his time- the son cared for his mother

Mary knew him- she could read him- they had a relationship where he let himself be known

Although he SAID my time has not come-

Something about how he said it, 

Something about his look caused her to respond by looking to the servants and saying- 

“Do whatever he tells you”

Remember Jesus in the temple?

Luke 2:48-52-

After this exchange Jesus was obedient to his parents.

Although he was the Son of God.

He set us the standard- and allowed himself to be a son to his parents

He submitted to them and he made himself a servant

I wish I would have learned that lesson when I was young

That there is glory, and it is respectable, to be a good obedient son.

He showed a care and concern for his mother.

Jesus was a good son.

But Jesus also here showed himself to be the host-

He was the servant.

It was Jesus who provided the wine- it was Jesus who was watching out for their reputations

It was Jesus who provided for them a banquet of the glory of God.

And the Bible says that after this feast-  “They put their faith in him”
It is interesting:

Moses’ first miracle was turning water into Blood (which spoke of Judgement)

Jesus’ first miracle was turning water into grace.

He was the life of the party.

Not how we sometimes use that phrase…

But he was the way, the truth, and the life of the party-

Have we lost that image of God?

Going on in chapter 2, Jesus then shows:

2. His zeal-

John 2:13-22-

One of the hardest things for me to figure out in this passage is how I can look at the zeal of Christ-

Then look at my own life

And then decide how I will “walk as Jesus did”
You see, the priests here had established a very lucrative business 

Of exchanging foreign money for temple money.

And then selling the animals needed for sacrifice.

This “religious market” started off as a convenience for the Jews 

Who had to travel long distanced to come and sacrifice

I mean why sacrifice your best, when you can come by a sacrifice from us?

And then it became a business – not a ministry.

The tragedy is, this business was carried out in the court of the Gentiles- 

The place where the Jews should have been meeting people and telling them about the one true God

But the moneymakers had other things on their mind.

And I look at this and ask myself- what is my priority?

What do I spend my time doing in the places where I should be telling people about God?

At work- in my neighborhood- in the marketplaces…

What Jesus did was he cleansed the temple.

But look at 1 Cor 6:19

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit,

who is in you, whom you have received from God?
What do I do when this temple needs a cleaning?

What the disciples saw in Jesus was ZEAL !

Can you imagine the disciples – “WOW he is serious”

Overturning the tables, taking on the leaders, standing up for what is right!

But what about us?

Have we forgotten the seriousness of the task, the call, and the standard?

What do we do, when we see hypocrisy or lukewarmness in the church or our lives?

How do we handle the sin that is in our temple?

How do we deal with the sin around us?

Can you now see the difficulty in looking at my life and claiming to walk as Jesus did?

John 2:17 says of Jesus-

His disciples remembered that it is written: "Zeal for your house will consume me."

Is that what consumes you too?

Jesus came and changed everything this day.

Can you imagine the emotion these disciples were having to deal with?

On this one day, he made enemies with the rulers of the temple.

He declared an end to the legal system

He declared himself to be the new sacrifice (John 1: 29)

He declared himself to be the new temple (John 2:19)

And John will tell us later how he set forth a new standard of worship (John 4:19-24)

Worship based on inward integrity, and not outward geography.

Jesus spoke with authority- he was not passive

I bet at this point the words come follow me, got a little bit more frightening for the disciples

In looking at Jesus- 

How do these words ring for you?

And finally- Jesus showed

3. His knowledge-

Although Jesus new the law, and he knew the will of his father

The knowledge that shows his true grace and love is the fact that he knew human hearts.

John 2:23-25-

Now it is time for a little Greek lesson.

The word used for “believe” in verse 23. Is the same word used for “entrust” or commit in verse 24.

In other words they believed in Jesus, but he did not believe in them.

They believed according to verse 23, because they saw the miracles.

And as we see later on, when it came time too truly follow, they left.

Jesus did not accept a mans testimony- he did not believe in them based on what they said

Jesus looked at the heart.

John 1:17 told us that grace and truth came through Jesus.

And although he showed his grace in his miracles- he always tied them to truth,

When he fed the 5,000 out of his grace, he preached the truth about the bread of life

In grace he fed the hungry, and in truth he taught the word.

And what we see is that people wanted the grace, but not the truth, and they abandoned him,

What are you looking for in your relationship with God?

Jesus knows a heart.

You can fool people and you can fool yourself but you can not fool God.

And for Jesus to believe in you- Your belief must be in the heart.

Do you believe to receive the grace- or do you have a love and obedience to the truth as well?

Heb 4:12-13-

Jesus knew the character of Simon- (John 1:42)

He knew what Nathaniel was like- (John 1:46)

He told the Samaritan woman all things she had ever done- (John 4:29)

He knew the Jewish leaders did not have the love of God- (John 5:42)

He knew one of the disciples was not truly a believer (John 6:64)

He saw repentance in the heart of an adulteress- (John 8:10)

And Murder in the hearts of his enemies- (John 8:40)

And he knows your heart too.

The amazing thing is that he loved and served and died for each and every one of them

And he died for you too.

The disciples were now starting to see for themselves who this Jesus really was

And for our invitation:

I want to ask you to look at him too.

So often we hear the phrase “seeing is believing”

But that is not the Christian approach-

With God- FIRST we believe, and then we see.

John 11:40
Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?"  

Miracles, and seeing only lead us to the word.

But it is the truth that generates saving faith.

With as much as you have seen and heard of him-

Are you ready to come and follow- Just like he asked of the disciples in his day?

After seeing how he lived- do you have the faith to walk as Jesus did?

Coming up in John 3 we meet a man who did believe

And what Jesus told him was-

It is not about just seeing, you must obey the truth.

You must be born again.

Do you need to be born again of water and the spirit?

Have you been baptized for the forgiveness of your sins?

Do you need to open up and confess-

And get your belief out of just your head and into your life?

Let us help you.

Come forward as we stand and sing the song of invitation

