John 16- The Holy Spirit

Until God returns or until we die, we will have to live in this world and face opposition.

How can we do it?

How do we live day after day, with the pressures of the world- 

And the pressures of the “prince of the world” and still stay faithful?

In the end of John 15 and the beginning of chapter 16- Jesus tells us the answer

It is due to the work of the Holy Spirit.

In the beginning of John 16 Jesus tells his followers not to lose heart.

And he explains to them the three-fold ministry of the Holy Spirit for the church.

1. The spirit is the comforter who encourages  the church-

John 15:26-16:4

Could you imagine the reaction of the twelve if they had been told this up front?

Jesus tells them very clearly about the trials and hardships of our faith- Many of which we still see today

He says there was no real need to warn them before, because he was there to protect them

But now he tells them of the enemy- and the enemy is “the world”

Earlier he reminded them that they are no longer of this world

John 15:19

As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world.

That is why the world hates you.
And now he tells them what they can expect from the world and why

First we need to be clear on what the world is:

The world from a Christian point of view represents a system set against God.

Just as when an announcer speaks about the news from the “world of sports”

He is referring to the organizations, plans, people, philosophies and activities tied to sports

When Christ refers to the world here, he is referring to:

The organizations, plans, people, philosophies and activities that belong to a society without God.

He is very clear when he tells them that their situation in the world will be serious and even dangerous

And we need to take his warning as well

As Christians he tells us not to love the world

1 John 2:15-17-

And he tells us in Romans that this separation is both in action and in ideology

Rom 12:2

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world,

 but be transformed by the renewing of your mind
The world’s opposition is planned and patterned and in John 15 he makes this clear to his disciples:

In verses 18-19 he tells them that it starts with a hatred

In verse 20 it grows into persecution, and excommunication

And as it did with Christ, and not only the disciples but many followers even today

It ends in death, John 16:2

But why?

Why does the world hate us?

Why such opposition?

First he tells us it is because we are identified with Christ-

John 15:18-20-

Christianity is offensive to some.  Morality and judgement are offensive to some-

They want God out of their schools, out of their holidays, and out of their society.

And in the same way they reject him, they will reject those who bear his name

Second, because we do not belong to the world-

John 15:19

If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world,

but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you
The world system functions on the basis of conformity.

As long as you follow the fads and fashions and accept the values of the world you will get along

But the Christian refuses to conform to the world.

We are not a part of it, and we need to remember that.

We are the light of the world and the salt of the earth

And a dark world does not like the light- nor does a decaying world enjoy salt.

Third, he says in verse 21 the world hates the believer because it is ignorant and blind

That is quite a bold charge to make, but it is true

The Jews had searched for the messiah for years, and although they were religious

And although they claimed to know God, they neither saw him nor knew him

The same is true of the religious world today.

It claims to know him, but in action refuses to bow its knees to Christ and his ways 

They refuse to accept him as the only savior, and they make religion a part of their own system

And fourth he gives us one of the most heart-piercing reasons why the world hates us:

Because the world refuses to be honest about its own sin

John 15:22-24-

I hope this is never a statement he has to make about his church.

That we refuse to be honest about our own sin.

It is this lack of openness and a this refusal to come to the light that makes men enemies of God

2 Peter 3:3-7-

The world deliberately forgets God.- They deliberately forget his power

And they deliberately refuse to live holy and Godly lives

Jesus says in John 16:22- they have no excuse for this- 

And shows that it is the fulfillment of both Psalm 35:19 and 69:4 that they would hate him without reason

So since we are not of this world, he sends us a comforter also not from the world.

The Holy Spirit of God, to encourage and build up the church

We need this encouragement daily, we need it on our minds all the time

And what the Bible tells us, is this encouragement comes primarily from the word of God

The sword of the spirit is a comfort to all believers, even though it is rejected by men.

Even in trials his words give us aid

Philippians 1:27-30-

Our lives may not always be easy, but he promises that even our trials are for our benefit

We may not always win each battle but he reminds us that 

the one who is in us is greater than the one who is in the world

We may not understand, when times get hard, but he lets us know that hard times should be expected

And his promise is that in these times he does not leave us alone

1 Peter 4:12-14

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.  But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, 

so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of

the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.
But the spirit is not confined to the Word alone.

2. The spirit as a counselor also witnesses through the church-

John 16:5-11-

For three years now, Jesus had been with his followers to guide and protect them

And now he was about to leave them’

What it was important for him to explain is, why it was for their benefit that he leave them

The major reason was so the Holy Spirit could come to empower them for life and witness.

What we as a church need to remember is that it is important for US TOO that the spirit came.

The Spirit of God comes to the church- to God’s people

He does not enter into those in the world- 

But he shines to those in the world as he works in and through his people, and the Word


The Holy Spirit does not minister in a vacuum.

Just as Jesus needed a body on this earth in order to do his redeeming work

The Spirit of God needs a body to do his ministry as well.

That body is the church.

We are his tools, we are his temple, and we are how he witnesses to the world 

Our bodies were bought at a great price and are expected to be available for use.

1 Cor 6:19-20

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 

whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. 

Therefore honor God with your body

The spirit does not float in some ghostly way up and down the aisles of church buildings

Trying to seek and save the lost

He works through the people in whom he lives.

And look at what his work is:

John 16:8-11-

First and foremost he is to use us to convict the world in regard to sin- because of unbelief!

Take note of that- The reason for sin is due to unbelief.

A person can clean up their life and get rid of all that they do wrong and still be lost.

Our goal should be greater than judging people based only on outward action

We need to deal with the heart and give people a reason to believe.

Second, he convicts people in regard to righteousness-

And the core issue here is the fact that Jesus has gone to the father

Jesus set the standard of righteousness and he returned to God to prove it.

Righteousness is not based on man- It is found only in Christ

Again- those in the world can not see this, nor can they have the spirit

The can only see this righteousness in his words and in the lives of those he fills.

And third, the spirit convicts men in regard to judgement

This is done by the fact that the prince of this world now stands condemned.

Judgement will come.

And for the prince of this world, his judgment has been sealed.

For the believer this needs to give us great joy and fill us with great confidence

For the unsaved, it is evidence of the reward that this life offers.

Notice the one word that stands out here in all of these- convict.
There can be no conversion without conviction.

And there can be no conviction without the spirit of God and his working in the tools of God.

Witnessing is a great privilege of the believer- but we also need to see it as a great responsibility

We need to depend on the spirit of God to guide us to the right people,

Give us the right words, and give us the ability to reflect him properly

We are God’s chosen instrument

Finally:

3. The spirit, as a teacher, guides the Church-

John 16:12-15-

Jesus was very careful to give his followers the right amount of truth at the best time to receive it

This is always the mark of a great teacher.

The Holy Spirit is our teacher today, and he follows that same principle.

We see the work of the spirit in the way he taught us through the writing of the Word

Look at John 14:26 and compare it to John 16:13

John 14:26

John 16:13-

The spirit of God was to remind these men of all that Jesus said to them

And by this we received the 4 Gospel accounts

The Spirit of God also was to guide them into all truth

And by this we received the Epistles

And the Spirit of God was to tell them of things yet to come

And with this we have received the prophetic scripture in the Book of Revelations

He truly has given Christ glory by taking from what is Christ’s and making it known to us

2 Peter 1:3-4-

It is important for us to understand the spirit and his work

He is not an it… he is a being, just as the Father and the Son are beings.

And although the Word is the sword of the Spirit, he is not confined to the written page only

He is alive and active in each of us as his temple and his tools

But he never acts contrary to the Word.

Just as Jesus is the truth (John 14:6) and the Word is truth (John 17:17)

The Holy Spirit of God is also the Spirit of Truth, and he does not speak on his own

He too only speaks what he hears from the Father

For our invitation tonight:

I want to remind us all of our role with the Spirit- and his goal in using us

We do not study the word of God to argue religion with people.

Nor do we study it to show off our knowledge of spiritual things.

We study it to know Christ better, to be trained in his will, and to reflect him to this World

We are not the Judge- the Word is the judge.

We are not the prosecutor- it is the job of the Spirit to convict your hearts

What we are is witnesses.

We desire to share Christ with you.

To give testimony to his word, and to reflect to you, Jesus.

So that you can know him better.

If you have seen him and need to respond, Christ himself- your mediator

Is waiting for your reply.

Will you come to him now, and lay your life at his feet?

If we can help you in any way, come forward as we stand and sing the song of invitation.

