John 15- Branches and Friends

In John 15- Jesus goes on to talk about both the privileges and responsibilities of a relationship with him

There are two terms he uses in this chapter to describe our relationship to him-

Branches and friends.

As branches we have the privilege of sharing in his life and the responsibility of abiding in him

As friends we have the privilege of knowing his will, and the responsibility of obeying it.

1. We are the branches-

John 15:1-11-

Jesus starts off this chapter letting us know our place in the Kingdom.

He uses an analogy that would have been very familiar to the people of this area- 

That of a grapevine, its branches, and the method of causing this plant to bear much fruit

There are 4 key topics he lists- the vine, the branches, the vinedresser, and the fruit.

And the first of these is:

The Vine-

The vine is mentioned in three different ways in scripture:

First off there is the past vine- the vine of the Nation of Israel.

But what he says of it in  Jer 2:21 is:

I had planted you like a choice vine of sound and reliable stock.

How then did you turn against me into a corrupt, wild vine?

Pslam 80 speaks about this vine, and how God took it out of Canaan 

And gave the nation every possible benefit- but it produced only wild grapes

And God let it be run over by the people around it.

God planted Israel as a vine, but they did not produce good fruit-

Isa 5:4

What more could have been done for my vineyard than I have done for it?

When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad?
God also tells us of a future vine:

Rev 14:13-20-

In the future, this vine will be harvested by Christ- 

Where the productive branches will rest from their labor

Their deeds will follow them and their fruit will be fruit for God

And there will also be a harvest of the vine of the earth-

Where the vine will be cut down, and the worthless branches burned 

The fruit of these people will be shown for what it is

And the grapes from this vine will be crushed in the winepress of God’s wrath.

And then Jesus lets them know about the present vine:

And this vine is Christ.

The people of God, his chosen possession, the plant that he not only planted, but cared for and tended-

This vine is Christ- and only in him will true fruit be born unto righteousness.

He is the vine and we are the branches, members of the vine and of Christ himself

We are all members of the one body-

Now, some of those in the old vine have been grafted in- 

And in view of the future vine – Christ himself gives us a way to be saved. 

Though we were from a wild branch, one that should be burned- we can be grafted into Christ.

Look how Paul explains this in his analogy about the olive tree:

Romans 11:17-21- 

Christ is the vine, and our worth and our hope depend solely on him.

In light of him being the vine, he goes on to speak about part two:

We are the branches-

By itself a branch is useless:

No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 

Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in Christ. 

What we need to notice is that the branch has two functions- Bearing and abiding

And it can not do one without the other.

A branch that does not bear fruit or a branch that is cut off from the vine both share the same fate

They will be burned in the fire

We will look at the fruit in a little bit- 

But what does it mean to abide?

The word is found eleven times in the first 11 verses.

Sometimes it is translated continue in, or remain- but it means a personal closeness

To keep such a unity and fellowship with Christ that his life can work in and through you to produce fruit

How can we tell if we are abiding in Christ?

It is not by feelings or opinion- Jesus gives us six evidences that will make it clear to us

#1- When you are abiding in Christ you are producing fruit (verse 2)

#2- also in verse 2 he tells us that if you are abiding in him you will experience the fathers pruning

And this pruning is so we can bear even more fruit.

#3- he tells us that the believer abiding in Christ will have his prayers answered (verse 7)

And in verse nine and twelve he tells us evidences #4 and #5.

That we will have a deep love for Christ, and for other believers

Finally in verse 11 he tells us

#6- that those abiding in him will experience great joy.

These are attributes that are only true of one abiding in the vine-

And for us to have them- we can not forget what abiding in the vine means.

As we hear about vines and branches we need to not miss out on the understanding that-

If we are not in fellowship and communion with the church (the body of Christ- the vine) 

If our relationships to Christ and his people  (not just individual branches) but the collective vine-

are not deep, and united and personal- we are an unproductive branch.

We will be missing out on all of these blessings of one who abides.

And in the end we too will be cut out.

Branches do not tap into the vine once or twice a week… they abide in it

And so to keep us healthy and productive he tells us of

The vinedresser-

The vinedresser or Gardener is in charge of caring for the vines- 

Jesus said that this is the work of his father

Have you ever after reading John 15 thought that you would like to be more fruitful?

Listen close to what the gardener does to those branches.

Many of us look at John 15 and pray to be more fruitful 

What God tells us is that for this to happen, we then need to be ready for some pruning

We can not hope to be fruitful- and then refuse the pruning that follows

The vinedresser prunes the branches in two ways:

First:

He cuts out dead wood and diseased branches so the whole vine does not get destroyed

And he cuts off the unproductive parts of each branch, so that it can bear more fruit

And second:

He even cuts away good living parts of the branches and whole clusters of grapes 

So that the rest of the crop will  be of better quality.

With vinedressers nearly 80% of the crop is pruned away to let the 20% become what is desired

Have you ever thought of that when it comes to your pruning?

God wants both quantity and quality.

Your one cherished bundle of fruit that you have been bearing may be the thing that God needs to cut out

So the rest of the branch can bear abundant fruit as well

God does not intend on just one part of us to be fruitful

He wants the entire branch to be productive and bear Much fruit!

And it is this fruit that is the last item in his analogy:

Lets look at the fruit-

Because it is the fruit that he looks at to judge the merits of the plant

Matt 7:15-20-

But what is this fruit he is looking for?

God lists many different varieties but what it is important for us to remember is this:

Branches do not produce fruit to feed themselves.

Fruit is always produced to feed the gardener and to serve others.

We bear fruit when we bring others to Christ- (Romans 1:13)

As we grow in holiness and obedience we are bearing fruit (Romans 6:22)

Paul considered Christian giving to be the fruit of a dedicated life (Romans 15:28)

There are the fruits of the spirit in (Galatians 5:22-23)

And finally the praise that comes from our hearts and lips is actually fruit to God (Heb 13:15)

But again we need to remember- God’s desire is that we bear abundant fruit in all of these areas.

The vine who decides to only be fruitful in one, is bound to get pruned!

But God does not just refer to us as Branches in the vine-

In the next section he refers to us as something far greater

2. He refers to us as friends!

John 15:12-17-

Most of us have many acquaintances, but few friends

Especially not friends of the variety Jesus pledges in John 15.

The word friend here does not mean just companion or social contact

The Greek word actually means “a friend at court” to be in the inner circle of a king or emperor.

In John 3:29 this same word is the one used to describe the best man at a wedding.

And in both cases although you are a privileged friend and know the inner dealings of the king or groom

But in both cases you are also still subject to him and obey him as a servant.

In John 15, this is the type of Friendship Jesus pledges to us

1 John 2:1-2-

We have a friend at court, in Jesus.

But then this king- our friend gives us a command.

John 15:12-14

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this,

that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.
How is it possible for Jesus to command us to love each other?

Can true love be commanded?

We have to realize that Christian love is not a feeling- it is an act of the will

The proof of our love is not in our feelings as much as in our actions.

Jesus proved his love in 1 John 2 by laying down his life for the whole world

Romans 5 details this by letting us know he died not only for his friends but also for his enemies

While emotions are definitely involved- the proof of our love is in what we do,

And the attitude we hold as we do it

Jesus tells us in verse 14 we are his friends if we do what he commands

A good example of true friendship is found in David and his mighty men

2 Samuel 23:15-17-

David did not command them to go, they chose to and they did so at the cost of their own lives

Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.

Jesus reminded us that he is this kind of a friend.

He told them in chapter 14 that we only have this position due to grace

And in John 15 he reminds us that he chose us- we did not choose him…. 

And he did so, that we may bear fruit.

He makes it clear that it is fruit that is the evidence of sonship, discipleship, and friendship

And he also makes it clear that only as we bear this fruit, will we see the blessings of the father.

He then closes this train of thought by reminding us of his most important command

John 15:17

This is my command: Love each other.
He already gave this command once to the eleven in John 13:34-35

And now he repeats it to them twice in verses 12 and 17.

It is a necessary trait of a vine that produces fruit.

If we are not abiding as branches and obeying as friends- If we do not have this fruit of love

We will never be able to face the opposition of the world

And the world is the topic of his third theme in John 15:

3.  Those that are lacking-

John 15:18-25-

Vines lacking fruit, and men lacking love-

These are the weeds of the world that will be cut down and destroyed.

You are in the true vine and if the world hates you keep in mind it hated him first

We are not meant to fit in

1 John 2:15-17-

In contrast

Lack of relationships with the body = lack of love for Christ

1 John 4:20

If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar.

For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.
He has taken us out of the world, and has brought us into the family that he loves

But he has not made us superior to himself.

He was hated and he had trials- we will to

John 15:20-21-

Our goal in the vine is to abide in him, to know him, and to reflect him so some how they will know

We need to let all that he is become who we are.

And have the convictions to know that if I decide-

If I make it my will to be loving, forgiving, steadfast and pure

God the gardener will cause great growth in me by HIS effort.

My job is to cling not to the world

But to the vine

Not just to other branches- not just to the Christians we chose

But to the vine. 

To Christ himself and to the body he died for.

Greater love has no one than this that he lay down his life

For our invitation this evening:

Have you laid yours down?

Do you abide in the vine?

Is it evident by the 

Fruit you are bearing-

The pruning you see in your life resulting in even more fruit

The answered prayers 

And your deep love for Christ, and for other believers

Do you see it in your great joy?

Take the time now to get yourself right

We are not promised forever

Luke 13:6-9-

You are his friends if you do what he commands

If you need to respond to the invitation this evening, 

make your needs known as we stand and sing the song of invitation

