John 13- Preparing to go

John 13 through 17 is the farewell message from Christ to his followers.

He begins this message making clear to us the power of love, and the value of service in the mind of God.

It was just before the Passover feast, and Jesus took this time to give his disciples one last lesson

A lesson on his character and on the love he has for each of us

As Philippians states it:

Philippians 2:5-8-

As we go through this chapter we see 3 keys to faith, and one warning about how to lose that faith.

We start with the first 5 verses of Chapter 13 and the first key-

1.  Humility-

John 13:1-5-

The emphasis in the first 3 verses is on what Jesus knew- 

And in the last two it tells us what this knowledge caused him to do.

Jesus knew-

He knew that the time had come- 

For the first 12 chapters, Jesus had been saying that his time had not yet come

But beginning in John 12:23 he began to state, “the hour has come for the son of man to be glorified”

From the human point of view, it meant suffering, but from Christ’s divine point of view, it meant gory,

Jesus knew of the cross that awaited him.

He knew the Father’s power- He was secure in the will and plan of God.

Yet he knew that it was his choice to obey:

As he told Peter later on:

Matt 26:53-54

Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal

more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled

that say it must happen in this way?"
He knew where he had come from-

And with this he knew the reward, and the offering that his death was going to give to all mankind

And he knew where he was going-

And with this came hope, security, and peace- Jesus knew full well the result of his sacrifice.

And was certain that even death could not take hold of him.

He would be returning to the father.

This is the same security that he has given us.

We too know that we have been born of God and will some day return to God

We know of his power, and know that in Christ we have been given all things.

And we too have the security of our salvation, certain that we too will return to the father

This security that is ours, is the same security that molded what Jesus did.
John 13:4-5

He got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.

After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet
Because of this security- Jesus served.

And in such an amazing way.

Look at the mindset of the men that were with him:

Luke 22:24-27-

So Jesus gave them a lesson in humility- and by doing so, he rebuked their selfishness and pride

He washed their feet-  A job so low, not even Jewish servants were called to do it-

This was saved for gentile slaves, the dogs, the lowest of the low.

Yet this was the sacrifice of our savior for us- 

He showed his followers greatness is in the one who serves

And taught that true service comes from true love.

In the next few verses he taught them about:

2. Holiness-

John 13:6-11-

We have been made holy, because Christ himself has cleansed us.

There are two different words for wash used in this passage.

One means to wash a spot or a part, and the other means to bathe or “to wash all over.”

Jesus was using these terms to help them understand what it means to be made holy 

And what it means to be kept holy.

When we are converted to the savior we are bathed all over- we are immersed.

Our sins are washed away and forgiven- we are made holy.

But as we live in this world it is easy to become defiled and dirty.

We do not need to be bathed all over again, we simply need the dirt cleansed away.

And God promises to do this for us as we confess and keep our hearts open to him

1 John 1:9 confirms for us:

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
But look at what the initial washing means to our holiness:

In verse 8 Jesus tells Peter unless I wash you, you will have no part with me-

The word for “part” here means a union, a “sharing in”

And when God bathes us all over he brings about a union with Christ.

A unity of those set apart, “those made Holy.”

Look at the way it was in the Old Testament:

In Exodus 29 we see that when a priest was consecrated- he too was washed all over.

It was an experience that was never repeated.

But the priests too, during their daily ministries, became defiled- 

Therefore it became necessary that they washed their hands and feet 

Before returning to the temple for their sacred duties.- and this cleansing need to be repeated often.

Exodus 30:17-21

God cleanses us once for all through the sacrifice of the cross, the application of his word

And our union with him in baptism

Christ then keeps us clean through continual washing as we become spotted by the world.

But look at the response of Peter: “No Lord, you shall never wash my feet!”
It takes humility to accept forgiveness. More so- it takes humility to see your need for it.

Peter was like us. He wanted to cleanse himself, he felt awkward with being served

And seeing his need clearly, was clearly uncomfortable.

But when Christ made it known to Peter that without being cleansed, he would have no part with him,

Peter was struck with the urgency and said “Not just my feet, but my hands and head as well”

Holiness comes when we allow ourselves to be cleansed.

And realizing that this cleansing is a gift, brings us the joy to serve others.

The third key to faithful living we find is:

3. Happiness-

John 13:12-17-

The key verse here is verse 17: 

“Now that you know these things you will be happy, (blessed) IF you do them”

The sequence is important- 

Humility, Holiness, and then Happiness.

Only when we humble ourselves, and humbly serve others-

Only when we give ourselves to Christ fully to be made Holy-

Only then will we find true happiness.

The world thinks that happiness is a result of others serving us- a result of getting our way

But God says real joy comes when we set aside our own way, and joyfully serve others.

In the world the mark of success is “How many people work for you”

But in the kingdom the mark of success is “For how many people do you work”

The Romans had no use for humility, and the Greeks despised manual labor

And Christ combined the two when he showed them the true nature of a servant.

But we also need to note that knowing the truth does not bring a blessing.

Jesus made it clear that the blessing and the happiness only come as you DO.

John 13:17

Studying and learning may stir you emotionally, or enlighten you intellectually

But it can not give you happiness, blessing, and contentment spiritually until we do what he says.

Doing comes from the heart.

Doing needs to be from the overflow of faith.

Unfortunately, we can try to do for wrong motives, or for show- 

and that is why the last section here deals with:

4. Hypocrisy-

John 13:18-30-

The atmosphere changes quickly here as Jesus begins to deal with Judas the traitor.

The scripture Jesus quotes is from:

Psalm 41:7-9-

When David wrote this, he was probably referring to his counselor A-hith-o-phel who turned traitor

It was he who turned on David and joined Absalom’s rebellion.

And now we see Judas, betraying Jesus.

It is interesting to note that both of these men died by suicide, when they hung themselves.

But what is amazing is how Jesus treated this traitor.

All the while Judas was pretending to be one of the followers

Yet, up to the very hour of the betrayal, Judas was protected by the one he was going to betray.

None of the disciples knew it was Judas who was going to betray Jesus.


We see Simon Peter wanting to know who it would be, and he asks John-

John in turn asks Jesus, and Jesus replies:

John 13:26

"It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish."
But again, we see Jesus’ loving treatment of Judas

Judas was seated at the place of honor, and it was an act of love to offer him the bread

In fact if you look in Luke 22 immediately after this, the rest of the disciples became irritated

And they began an argument over which of them was the greatest.

John must have been stunned by the revelation given to him by Jesus.

But Judas wasn’t

Judas knew what he was doing and he was doing it deliberately.

He had already met with the Jewish leaders and agreed to turn Jesus over.

What is amazing is that Judas even heard the warning from Christ himself

Matt 26:23-24

Jesus replied, "The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me.

The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born."
But let’s not look too harshly at Judas.

How often do we hear the warning and still persist in our actions?

How often do we who know what we ought to do, refuse to do it?

“What you are about to do, do quickly” Jesus told Judas, and off he went.

And as soon as Judas was gone, Jesus began to instruct and train the disciples

He began to prepare them for his crucifixion and his return to heaven.

And he instituted among them the Lords Supper-

Something that Judas, an unbeliever could not share in.

And finally for our invitation we see the beginning of their training and encouragement

John 13:31-34-

Now the son of man was glorified, and now he was bringing glory to the father.

And what did it mean to glorify the father?

Jesus let them know in John 17:4

John 17:4

I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do
And this is how we invite you to give glory to God as well

By faithfully doing what he has asked of you.

To humble yourself before him and submit to the washing of your sins in baptism

To be made holy by his power as he builds you up and strengthens you

And to find the joy and blessing he offers, as you do his will

John 13:34-35

"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.

By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
The word new here does not mean new in time- Love has always been a command of God.

The word means “new in experience” 

True love takes on new meaning as we see it in the life and service and sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

As we do his will, this love takes on new power in our lives as well.

And lets all men know that we are his

Are you ready to respond to that love tonight?

Let yourself be cleansed- 

Unless you do, you will have no part with him.

Come forward if you need to respond to the invitation tonight

As we stand and sing

