John 12- A time to choose

John opened his Gospel by saying Jesus came into the world, 

Yet the world did not recognize or receive him.

And for the first 11 chapters he gave proof after proof after proof that he was the messiah

He is the Son of God.

In John 12 Jesus then relates to four different groups of people.

And the choices each of them are making, are starting to come down on them.

In the first section, we see Jesus with

1. His Friends-

John 12:1-11-

One of the lessons in this chapter jumped right out at me here.

Those impacted by Jesus stuck together.

Each with their own way, and each with their own talent- they stuck together.

Martha we see in doing her normal thing- as verse one simply put it, Martha served

Mary too, we see in her normal state, reclining at the table at the feet of Jesus worshipping him

And Lazarus we see here as a witness to the power of God.

In these people we see the balance of what is needed in the kingdom: worship, work, and witness

And we see how they all come together to form a body in Christ.

As we read on we find Mary giving honor and showing her love for the savior

John 12:3

Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus' feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
Mary of Bethany was not one of the Mary’s we see anointing Jesus at the tomb.

She did her anointing right now 

She came to him at his feet, in the position of a servant and gave her very best to him.

Within a week, her savior would be crucified.

But with Mary just like with anyone else, when you give your best to Jesus

There will always be someone there to misunderstand and to criticize.

For Mary it was Judas.

John 12:5

"Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages."
Listen close to Judas’ words.

Just like many others who try to destroy the work of the faithful, He never said much good.

We never see him very involved.

But when the time comes to tear down someone else, 

He is quick to find a religious sounding, “holier than thou” way of doing it.

But as I said, listen close-

Those words were the first ones you ever hear from Judas in all 4 Gospel accounts

The last words you ever hear from him are in Matthew 27:4

Matt 27:4

"I have sinned," he said, "for I have betrayed innocent blood."
Judas was a thief.

There is a lot of speculation about Judas.

Why he did it, and what drove him to do it, even if he could be forgiven for it.

But when I see him here, I see a pattern I see in so many like him

He had a plan, he wanted things his way,

So when he got challenged- when things were not going how he wanted them to-

He went off to somewhere else, and found some people to support his ideas.

And he became clouded, bitter, and even hateful towards those who corrected him

Another Gospel account gives us a clue as to how long this process can take

Matt 26:10-16-

Be careful where your own will takes you.

Because when you make that choice, you will have to both live with it, and die with it.

And the side you take will determine your outcome.

Lazarus learned that lesson too in John 12.

He was on a side, he was a witness to the power of Christ.

As we said last week, choosing a side may not always bring you rewards or comfort in this life

But the righteous do not live for this life anyway, do they?

John 12:10-11-

The next group we see in John 12 are:

2. The Passover pilgrims-

John 12:12-19-

John shifts the scene here from a quiet dinner in Bethany to a noisy parade in Jerusalem.

The fulfillment of Old Testament prophesy:

Zechariah 9:9-11-

Jesus was openly announcing to the people that he was the King of Israel, the promised Messiah.

They quoted from Psalm 118:26, a messianic psalm shouting:

"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"

"Blessed is the King of Israel!"
But while they were doing this, Jesus was weeping.

Luke 19:37-42-

If they only knew what the cost was going to be for their peace

But it was hidden from their eyes.

People were caught up in the emotion, following the crowd

But Jesus knew in just a few days this same crowd would be calling out “Crucify!”

And shows to us how important it is-

That our conviction is based on more than our feelings.

The third group that is called to a choice here is:

3. The Gentile visitors-

John 12:20-36-

Here we see a group of people from among the Greeks who came to worship at the feast.

And we really do need to commend them for having it on straight.

Although the Jews would always come “locking for a sign”

These Greeks came “Looking for Jesus”

And Jesus gave them the words of Life.

He begins by making the situation and timing clear:

“The hour has come for the son of man to be glorified”

As we see from his analogy with the seed, he was referring to himself being crucified!

But it is amazing how he looked at this event.

He saw beyond the cross to the glory that was going to follow.

How do we look at what lies in store for us?

The Bible tells us how we should.

2 Cor 4:13-18-

Jesus then goes on to use the illustration of a seed. And the process by which it bears fruit.

John 12:24

I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed.

But if it dies, it produces many seeds.
The only way for us to have a fruitful life in Christ is to follow him in his death burial and resurrection.

Whoever serves him, must follow  him.

We must die to ourselves, 

But we do so in full knowledge that a new man raises from the grave of baptism

To bear fruit for God.

In verse 27 he goes on to state:

"Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say?

He doesn’t question, “What shall I do”

He knows what he needs to do, the will of God had been made clear, But now what to say..

We can do the right thing with the wrong attitude, we desire the right results and say the wrong words

But when we speak and act as Christ did, results happen.

His decision on what to say?   “Father, glorify your name!" 

And the result was a response from God.

Jesus goes on to give the assurance of his power to them 

And makes a statement to them that we as his people need to bear in mind

John 12:31

Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out
When Christ was lifted up, when Christ was crucified, the victory was won!

This day was the last day of Jesus’ public ministry.

What we see from here on out are private times with his followers and his journey to the cross.

Yet even at the end of his public ministry we still find many left in the fourth and final group:

4. The unbelieving Jews-

John 12:37-50-

The word believe is used 8 times in this section.

And in verses 37-40 he tells us that these people Would not believe-

They could not believe, and they should not believe.

In spite of the clear evidence they just plain refused.

When a person starts to resist the truth, something begins to change inside of them

And as excuses and rationalization and hardness of heart develops, 

they get to a point at times where they just will not believe.

It is a serious thing to treat the truth lightly, and therefore God gives us this warning:

Isa 55:6

Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near.
Further down in verse 42 we see some people who are much like us today.

Where they ended up in their faith I do not know, 

but what God says of them at this point shows that they were not ready to be his.

John 12:42-43

Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him.

But because of the Pharisees they would not confess their faith

for fear they would be put out of the synagogue;

for they loved praise from men more than praise from God.
Are we in that position?

Again Jesus calls us to make a choice.

Revelation 21:8 says that among those in hell will be the fearful.

And it is time that we understand that it is better to fear God and be in heaven

Than to fear man and be in hell.

These people loved the praise of men, more.

Luke 14:25-27-

In the closing text Jesus makes the judgement clear.

The word for judgement is used 4 times in 2 verses.

And it is our invitation to you this evening:

John 12:47-48-

The light has come to you, and his words have been made clear

What choice will you make?

Will you love him more than praise from men?

Will you love him with conviction, and not just out of emotion?

Will you love him when things do not go your way, and when it is time to hear the truth?

In the end, judgement will not be based on how we feel.

Or on what we would prefer.

It will be judged on his very words.

Jesus has not come into the world to condemn but to save.

Will you trust his words right now?

It is time for you to choose.

If we can help you,

If you are ready to make your choice clear- do not delay.

Come forward and make your decision known as we stand and sing.

Let the old you die, with the promise to bear fruit for Christ

And you are reborn in the waters of baptism.

