John 11- Faith from death to life.

Today we get to speak about one of Jesus’ greatest miracles. 

The raising of Lazarus from the dead.

Through all of chapter 11 John speaks about this miracle and how it ties into the faith of his people.

Jesus had raised others from the dead, but this time, he rose a man who had been dead 4 days.

And he used this miracle to strengthen the faith of those around him.

1.  First he dealt with the faith of the disciples:

John 11:1-6-

Here was Jesus, most likely in a town called Bethabara. 25 miles from Bethany.

And a messenger came from Martha and Mary to tell Jesus that their brother Lazarus was sick.

But as we look at the time frame here, something in this story brings on some difficulty.

The 25 mile trip from Bethany to Bethabara would take a day to travel.

So on day One- The messenger leaves to tell Jesus

On day two- the messenger returns with Jesus’ message

Day three- Jesus was still waiting to depart for Bethany (he waited two days)

And on day 4- Jesus arrives in Bethany.

Now if you paid attention, Jesus got an interesting message when he arrived:

John 11:17

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.
What this means is: Lazarus died the day Jesus got the message that he was sick.

Now in this light, look at Jesus’ response to that message-

John 11:4-

This is where faith comes in.

What would that message from Jesus do to Martha and Mary-

Now that their brother was already dead and buried?

If this message were given to you, would you still believe?

And we see that Jesus was right, the sickness did  NOT end in death.

We see from the beginning here that Jesus knew what was going on

Jesus had the plan and the scenario already figured out.

All of this was for the benefit of the faith of his disciples, and to show the glory of God

But the disciples, they didn’t quite get it.

John 11:7-16-

Can you imagine the questions going on in their minds?

If Jesus loved Lazarus so much, why did he allow him to get sick?

Even more, if he loved him so much why did he delay 2 full days before going to him?

For that matter, couldn’t he have healed him from a distance, like he did the nobleman’s son?

And these are good questions:

The fact is: Jesus could have prevented Lazarus’ sickness or even healed it from where he was

BUT God’s concern is not always comfort.

If it was, he would not have let his son die such a horrible and brutal death.

The concern that Jesus had was stated in his message.

“This was for God’s glory, so that God’s son could be glorified through it”

Remember the man born blind?

John 9:1-3-

There is a lesson here for our faith as well.

It is not important that we as Christians are comfortable

What is important is that in all things God is glorified.

How much faith do we have when we are the ones, uncomfortable, sick, or having to deal with death?

We need to believe Jesus is who he claimed, 

And With this, we too need to have faith in his power.

1 Cor 15:12-19-

But this miracle did more than just work on the faith of the disciples:

Look at the impact it had on group 2

2. The sisters-

John 11:17-22-

We see a lot about the character of these sisters and what made up their faith in this section

First off we notice something in verse 20:

John 11:20

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.
Just like in Luke 10:38-42-

Martha is the busy one, the active one, and Mary is the thoughtful one who sat at Jesus’ feet

So it makes sense that Martha would run out to Jesus while Mary stayed with the guests and wept.

But we see something else with these two sisters.

There was some poison brewing in their faith.

Look at the greetings both of them used when they met Jesus

John 11:21

"Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
And in

John 11:32

When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said,

"Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died."
Can you imagine these two at home for those 4 days?

Being destroyed by one of the smallest words, that is the biggest faith killer

IF

What if-

I wonder how many times they repeated this to each other-

If only Jesus was here, then things would be OK

If only things had turned out better, then I could be happy

What “If only’s” have destroyed your faith?

If only I got more support, then I could make a difference

If only I had more time, then I could serve.

Jesus answers these excuses by doing something I just love!

John 11:23-32-

Jesus tells Martha a living truth- “Your brother will rise again”

Martha answers with a doctrinal position- “He will rise in the resurrection at the last day”

And then Jesus makes something clear:

He takes the doctrine out of the book and makes it alive in a person!

John 11:25-26

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.
Remember those who studied diligently thinking they would have life,

But refused to come to Jesus for life?

Jesus said to Martha, this is not a doctrine, this is not a story, 

The power of God is standing before you now

Martha, Do you believe?

And do we?

We claim to believe so much of what the Bible says…. But do we.

Do we believe in the forgiveness of our sins?

Do we believe that God’s power is working in us?

Do we believe we have a purpose and mission?

Do we believe we can do greater things than he- that the hairs on our head are all numbered?

Mary learned the difference between stating the right doctrine and true faith

True faith takes action when it is put to the test.

And in Jesus Christ, every doctrine is made personal.

When you belong to him, you have all you will ever need, in life, in death, in time- for all eternity

But do you believe?

The people in verse 37 fell into the same trap

It is easy to believe in what God can do or may do. Easy, and very convenient.
But it takes true faith to believe in what God will do, and is doing!

Have you fallen into that trap?

Can God change a heart? Yes!  Is he changing yours? Hmmm…

Can God raise up people to lead his church powerfully? Yes?  Could it be you?… Hmmmm…

We believe God can do anything he wants, any time he wants,

But how many times do we believe he is doing it with us, right now?

But as we will see, Jesus understands our weaknesses

John 11:33-40-

In this passage we find the shortest verse in the Bible

John 11:35- Jesus wept
WHY?

It wasn’t because Lazarus was dead, Jesus knew he was going to raise him

It wasn’t because he took so long in coming, he did it for a reason.

He also knew in about 10 minutes there was going to be joy beyond belief here…

So why weep?

Heb 4:14-16-

He wept, simply because we weep.

He can sympathize… he knows what we are going through.

He knows the pain, he knows the doubts, and he cares deeply and personally.

Even though he knows the remedy.

And for the third group of people, he wanted to make this personal love known

The third group is

3. The crowd-

John 11:41-44-

Have you ever thought of what Jesus was referring to in Verse 41?

"Father, I thank you that you have heard me

Heard him when?

Not when he called “Lazarus come out” he hadn’t called him out yet

He is not referring to his last statement. That just does not fit

He gives us a clue in the next phrase:

John 11:42

I knew that you always hear me
Jesus was in prayer all the while. 

When he decided to stay 2 extra days, 

When he decided to comfort the disciples, When he chose to open the tomb, 

And now as he looked forward to the witness of God’s power being revealed.

Jesus was always in communion with the father.

The plans and this entire event were done at the father’s will.

But he made this statement for a reason.

For the benefit of those standing near, that they may finally believe.

But even miracles can not persuade some.

There was another Lazarus Jesus spoke of to teach us this lesson.

Luke 16:19-31-

And they weren’t

John 11:45-57-

They didn’t decide to believe him, they decided to kill him.

For our invitation this evening:

What lesson do you learn from John 11?

Lazarus shows us a great example of the Christian life:

Lazarus was dead- just as all sinners are dead

He was decayed- just like many of us are covered in rotten deeds

He was raised from the dead by Christ- just as we have been born again to new life

He was set free from his grave clothes- and we have been clothed with Christ

We see him in John 12:2 at the table with Christ- just as we will sit with him in the kingdom

And his living witness caused many to believe- just as our living witness should

But what if you were Lazarus?

If it was you he raised from the dead, what would you fear?

How much faith would you have in his power?

What would you live for?

Would you feel free?

Really?   Do you?

Romans 6:4-14-

We too have been given new life

Where is our faith?

Our last passage is the one that Jesus spoke to Martha

John 11:25-26

Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;

and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 

Do you believe this?"

If you need to respond to Jesus this morning,

He is willing to give you new life

And if we can help you in any way, come forward and make your needs known

As we stand and sing the song of invitation.

