John10- The Shepherd

Through most of the 1st 9 chapters of the Book of John, 

Both John the writer, and Jesus, have been stressing who Jesus is.

And for 9 chapters, no matter how they were told, the Pharisees refused to see the truth.

In this chapter Jesus uses the illustration of sheep and the shepherd

And in the process he uses 3 different terms to describe himself

First off, Jesus says that he is:

1. The door-

John 10:1-10-

This conversation is a continuation of his challenge to the Pharisees who threw out the man born blind.

He goes from speaking of light and darkness- blindness and sight

To something they understand more clearly.

Shepherds and their sheep.

Because to the Jewish mind a shepherd was any kind of leader, spiritual or political.

And when he spoke of sheep and their shepherd, they knew what he was referring to.

The sheepfold was usually an enclosure made of rocks, with an opening for the door

The Shepherd would guard the flock or flocks at night by laying across the opening.

It was not unusual for a shepherd or “porter” to guard many flocks

And in the morning have each flock’s shepherd come and gather their own.

The Shepherd enters through the door, and the porter and the sheep both recognize him.

As Jesus points out here,

Thieves and robbers on the other hand could never enter by the door, 

They would have to climb over the wall and use deception.

But even if they did get in, they could never get the sheep to follow them. 

Because the sheep know the voice of the shepherd.

Our lesson is:

There is a trust, and a companionship that is developed between a shepherd and his sheep.

So much so that any other voice frightens them

John 10:5

They will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him

because they do not recognize a stranger's voice."
Wouldn’t that be great if we had such a security with Christ,

That his words and his will were the only ones we trusted?

Where when it came to anything other than his words, we had the sense to run away…

Jesus goes on then and describes himself as something interesting:

That He is the door.

He is the way to the fertile pasture, and he is the way to security for the flock.

He alone is the door to salvation.

Acts 4:12

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men

by which we must be saved."
Now look further at what this door allows.

As you go in and out you enjoy the abundant life of the pasture of the Lord

Whether we are out and about, or safe in the fold, his kingdom does not leave us

We belong to the Shepherd.

Look at what he says of us:

John 17:14-17

They are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 

My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 

They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.

We are not of this world- and so, as we go in and out and live our daily lives.

We are protected by our shepherd.

In all that this world throws at us, the security of the kingdom is with us 

And in our joy, we as his people need to show this world what simple sheep already know.

John 10:10

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;

but our shepherd has come that we may have life, and have it to the full.
Jesus is not only the door:

2. He is the good shepherd-

John 10:11-21-

Jesus both leads us, and has shown us the way.

And he did so with a knowledge of his sheep.

Consider the care and knowledge the shepherd has for each sheep.

They know each ones special traits, and special needs

If one is wounded or week they get special care

Look at 1 Corinthians 12, in light of our shepherd and how he cares for us

1 Cor 12:21-27-

Keep in mind the Jewish shepherds did not tend the sheep to slaughter them generally.,

(Unless they were used for sacrifice)

Shepherds tended the sheep so they could benefit from the wool, and milk and lambs,

The sheep are needed, they are productive, and their wellbeing is of great concern to the shepherd.

As our shepherd, Jesus points to many special ministries he performs:

First he dies for the sheep.

Isn’t that amazing!

Normally we would think of sheep dying to feed the shepherd, 

But with Christ, the shepherd dies to feed the sheep.

In verse 12, he contrasts himself to the hired hand who cares nothing for the sheep.

The hired hand watches over the sheep only because he is paid to do so

He fulfills duties ONLY for the benefits he will get from fulfilling them.

But when there is danger or trouble the hired hand runs away.

Many times when it comes to how we relate to the flock, we have a hired hand mindset don’t we?

We do not take “ownership” of how others are doing.

We do our duties, but when things get tough, there is only so much we can do. 

After all it’s just the church, and they are just the sheep… I have a life to lead too, you know.

But not the shepherd.

The shepherd dies for the sheep, we are his because he bought us, and he did so with his life

1 Peter 1:18-19

As Paul reminds us in Hebrews, you are not your own… you were bought  at a price.

Not only did this shepherd die for the sheep.

He did so with great emotion and care, because:

This shepherd knows his sheep.

He knows us.

He knows our names, just like he did Simon and Zaccheus and Mary.,

And he knows our natures too-  

One sheep may be afraid of high places, another afraid of dark shadows, 

Some like one kind of grass better than another

We may be sheep that like to roam and graze, or sheep that like to stay close to the flock. 

But this shepherd guards and cares for each one of us personally

As we allow the shepherd to care for us more, we get to know him better and find a security in him.

As that trust develops, soon we too will know his word and follow him wherever he calls us.

IN verse 16 he tells us a little something about the sheep who are truly his-

His sheep both know him, and listen to his voice.

And there is a trust there, even unto death, because:

This shepherd has the power to take back life again-

We know that this shepherd is able to give us new life, because he has taken his back again.

This is what he tried to explain to the Pharisees just a few chapters ago…

John 5:26

For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself.
And he offers this new life to us as well

Romans 6:8-11-

As usual this caused a division among the Jews.

Again he was claiming to be God

And again they rejected the truth.

But we should expect a division

Remember Jesus’ statement that he is the door?

A door is just as good at letting people in, as it is in keeping people out

His will is that all men are saved, but you must enter through the door

Matt 7:13-14

"Enter through the narrow gate.

For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.

But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.
Jesus is the good shepherd 

And one of his duties is also to separate the sheep from the goats.

Finally his third declaration was that:

3.  He is the Son of God

John 10:22-39

The events listed here, happened 2 and a half months later, 

But John put them here because in both messages Jesus used the imagery of  the shepherd and the sheep.

The “Feast of Dedication” takes place in December.

It is the celebration of the Temple being re-dedicated to God in 164 BC

And here is Jesus explaining to them that he himself is the temple

It is Christ that was dedicated, not by man but by God.

This again angers the Jews, and they ask him:

"How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly." 

But as he explains to them… he already did.

And then he went on to explain why they did not see it.

They did not see it because they did not listen to his voice

They did not listen because they were not his sheep.

And they were not his sheep because they refused to believe.

It is amazing the trouble we can avoid if we would just take Jesus at his word and believe.

But Jesus went on and honored their request and made his claim as plain as can be done

John 10:30

“I and the Father are one."
And again, these Pharisee’s gave evidence that they are not the children of God.

Jesus made his claim clear, 

And as we read in verse 37, he gives us a way to make ours clear as well:

John 10:37

Do not believe me unless I do what my Father does.
The definition of a child of God is one who does the fathers will.

Am I willing to make that claim?

That I should not expect to be known as a Christian, unless I too, do his will?

Have I cared for the sheep here?

Have I strove to bring sheep into his fold?

Have I trusted his word, and kept it with me as I come and go and enjoy pasture?

This Chapter then ends with us seeing that our work continues to bear fruit. 

He travels across the Jordan, and meets some of John’s disciples.

John began a good work, he planted the seed, and now that seed came to full bloom

John 10:40-42-

You too can impact people.. 

Just as this shepherd desires to impact you.

Have you responded to his 3 statements?

He is the door- Have you entered in by faith?

He is the good shepherd- Have you heard his voice and trusted him?

He is the Son of God.- and He laid down his life for you.

Are you willing to lay yours down for him’

Romans 6:3-11-

If you have needs, let us point you to the shepherd. He is the door to life

If you need a better understanding of his word, lets us show you the book of life

And if you believe he is the Son of God.

Confess your faith and join yourself to him in baptism

So you to can have the life to the full.

Can we help you tonight?

Come forward and make your needs known as we stand and sing the song of invitation

