John 1- Jesus is

John 1:1-5-

What an amazing introduction to the person of Jesus.

Before creation was, he was.

In the very beginning he was with God and he was God

All creation was formed through him- all life was formed by his word

And now he has come to us.

And in him is life.

What a great way to view Jesus- what a great way to view our relationship with God.

In him is life!

Not just the ordinary, not just existence- But as Jesus promised in John 10:10

I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

A life that is a light to men- a life that he commands to shine.

But as he goes on to say a life that far too few understand.

This evening we are going to look a little bit at John 1

And I have good news and bad news:

The good news is, this will not be a 3-point sermon.

The bad news is- this sermon will have 7 points.

Because there are seven ways Jesus is described to us in this chapter 

And we are going to look briefly at each one of them.

In 1 Kings 8:27 Solomon asked the question:  "But will God really dwell on earth?
This morning we spoke about God’s glory, and how it did dwell in the tabernacle and in the temple

But The Gospel of John tells us how the miraculous happened

The glory of God came to his people again in the person of his son, Jesus Christ

In John 1:1-3 Jesus is referred to as:

1. The Word-

Matt 12:34

Out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.
In the same way that our words reveal to others what our hearts and minds hold

Jesus Christ is the Word of God to reveal his heart and mind to men

Jesus Christ is the eternal word, He is God and was with God

John 8:54-58-

The eternal word full of life and truth.

He is the I am, and is filled with the glory of God.

He is also the incarnate word.

John 1:14-

Jesus was not a phantom or a spirit when he ministered on earth, nor was his body an illusion.

He was weary, and thirsty, he groaned and wept, he died and bled all for you and me.

The word was truly made flesh and he identified with us in every aspect of life- from birth to death.

What John tells us in verse 14- 1 John tells us in verses 1-3-

That the word became flesh among us and has brought us great joy!.

Secondly, Jesus is called

2. The Light-

There are 4 essentials for life to exist- and Jesus became to us, all 4 of these

Light, Air, water, and food

He is the light of life- 

By his spirit he gives the breath of life 

He is the water of life that wells up to eternal life

And he is the living bread that came down from heaven-

John 1:6-9-

But Jesus is not only the light of light- he came to give light to each of us as well.

Over and over in his word he compares following him to coming onto the light

And for those who have come to him he commands us to shine.

But Just as in verse 5 he tells us that the darkness has not understood

In John 3 he tells us that this ignorance is due to our refusal to accept his life

John 3:19-21-

He was the way- yet men did not walk with him

He was the truth- yet men did not believe him

And he is the life- yet men chose to kill him
And the reason why is because by the nature of who he was- he let light shine on our lives

He was not just a good moral teacher, he knew what made a man

Because he is:
3. The Son of God-

Not only the son of God- he IS God

He shows and reflects all that God is:

Col 1:15-20-

He is the only begotten son-

The phrase only begotten means one of a kind

It suggests that he was not born or created, but always was. And by him all other things came to be

9 times in Johns Gospel Jesus is referred to as the son of God, and 19 more he is called “the son”

and throughout the gospel 7 different men give witness to the fact that Jesus himself is God

As the one and only- the unique God on earth, he has spoken to us, and made known to us the father

And then offered himself so we can see the father face to face

In all things He is the radiance and the reflection of God’s glory.

Heb 1:1-4-

The fourth title used in the Gospel is that that Jesus is

4. The Lamb of God-

John 1:29-34-

I don’t think it is coincidence that Jesus is first declared the Lamb of God in a passage on baptism

The people of Israel were very familiar with lambs for sacrifices.

And how the death of the lamb brought atonement for sin.

At Passover each family had to have a lamb, 

And during the year, two lambs a day were sacrificed at the temple- 

Plus all the lambs brought for individual sacrifices

But Jesus declares, now I am the lamb.

Isaiah 53 prophesied it- and now John tells us that it is coming to pass

Through the death of this man- we will have the atonement that has been foretold

We will be offered forgiveness of sins- 

and baptism is the burial that was shown to mark our participation

Rom 6:3-4

Don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
Which brings us to the 5th Title Jesus is given in John chapter 1

5. The Messiah-

Brought together by the begotten son of God to be his people

Messiah means savior. The anointed. The Son of God

And as the one who brings us into the family of God- 

He brought his people together to worship the God who sent him

The third day from his meting them was the day of the Wedding in Cana (John 2:1)

And Jewish Weddings were traditionally held on a Wednesday.

That would make this day the Sabbath.- The day that Jesus called his first followers

He spoke to them, he taught them and they worshipped God

And in the end they declared him to be the messiah

John 1:40-41-

They did what we should do- they found their friends

The told others and they proclaimed, we have found the messiah

And it changes their lives

For Peter, it even changed his name- from Simon to Peter or Cephas.

From an ordinary fisherman, to “the rock”.

The response of these men to the messiah is the same as ours should be

Andrew for example whenever you see him in Johns Gospel is doing just that.

He brought his brother, he brought the lad with the fishes- even the Greeks who wanted to see Jesus

Although we never hear a sermon from Andrew he certainly preached great sermons by his actions

He brought people to the messiah

Later in this section we see the sixth name given to Jesus:

6. The King of Israel-

John 1:43-49-

Philip like those before him had seen the messiah and like the rest he went out to tell the good news

He found Nathaniel and said we have found the one Moses wrote about in the law

It is quite possible that Jesus did with Philip what he did with the disciples on the road to Emmaus

Luke 24:27

Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets,

Jesus explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

But being from Nazareth was not a compliment

And as Nathaniel argued, Philip used the same words that Jesus did so often-

The same words that we need to use MORE often.

“Come and see”

And Jesus the King of Israel then used the man whose name was changed to Israel as his example

Jacob, whose name was changed to Israel used falsehood to trick his brother, father and father in law

But of Nathaniel Jesus said there was no falsehood.

 The woman at the well said of Jesus:

“Come see a man who told me al the things I ever did”

And now Nathaniel got to meet the messiah who could even see him as he was being called

While sitting under the fig tree.
Nathaniel’s response was to call him the King of Israel

And Jesus’ response was to confirm it, By quoting again from Jacob- who was Israel

And giving testimony that he himself was not only the king- but was God.

The Words Jesus spoke of himself in John 1:51

Are a reference to what Jacob saw  in

Gen 28:12-13

He saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. There above it stood the LORD, and he said: "I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac

And finally we see the title that was Jesus’ favorite title to use in reference to himself:

7.  The Son of Man-

Son of Man is used 83 times in the Gospels, and at least 13 times in the book of John.

This title speaks of both the deity and the humanity of Jesus.

As son of man, Jesus is the living link between heaven and earth.

And thus he gives the reference to “Jacob’s ladder”

John 14 6-7 makes it clear:

Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well.

From now on, you do know him and have seen him."
By the close of the 4th day, Jesus had 6 believing men who were his disciples

And now at the close of this message I want to ask as our invitation

Who do you say Jesus is?

What Title do you give him?

