Acts1- Beliefs of a growing kingdom

This evening we begin our study of the Book of Acts

The Gospels left off with the ascension of Christ, and the Book of Acts picks up in that very same spot

It is Luke’s account of the History of the church, written to a man named Theophilus

We have no real information on who he was, or even if he has a believer

But what he was given was an amazing account of the work of the Holy Spirit in and through the church

What many people do not understand when reading the book of Acts is the time period it covers.

Most of the Epistles in the Bible were written during the time frame of the book of Acts

It covers from the time of the ascension of Christ through all of Paul’s missionary journeys

Up until the time of his imprisonment in Rome.

And its record shows not only the work of the Spirit, but also the amazing growth of the church.

By the time of the writing of the book of Colossians, 

The message of what they had seen and heard was spread to every creature under heaven.

What was accomplished was miraculous- But it was only the beginning of the work God has planned.

As we look at this book, my hope is that we do not use it as an excuse.

Many times, we want to grow, 

But we mistakenly look at first century church as a movement based on time.

We excuse ourselves by believing that “in that time growth was possible” but not now. 

Obviously some of the events during that time encouraged growth

But we can not forget that the same God that grew the church then, desires its growth now

1 Cor 3:5-9-

And that kingdom is still growing to this day.

So what did they believe and do that made them such a powerful force for God and his kingdom?

1. They believed in the risen Christ-

Acts 1:1-11-

More than just believing the facts and figures, and more than just believing because they had seen

They believed in a way that we often don’t

The believed in a way that caused them to unite themselves to his purposes.
They believed in his activity, his reality, and his mission.

For a period of 40 days he appeared to them, on and off- to teach and train them

And they never knew when he was going to show up.

And just like us, they also did not know the date of his final return-

Therefore they lived with certain assurances that kept them prepared.

4 of these assurances are mentioned in this first section

And we would do well to assure ourselves of their power as we wait for his return as well

They had the assurance of his resurrection 
Acts 1:3

After his suffering, he showed himself to these men

and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive.
The resurrection of Christ is one of the central evidences of the hope we have

And many of these men were called to be special witnesses to this fact.

Faith in the resurrection was important to church-

The power of the message and the validity of our salvation depended on it.

1 Cor 15:12-19-

The Jews had claimed Jesus’ body was stolen, and he was still dead

And it was the witness of these men and women that needed to defend his resurrection

It was also their witness that showed him alive today.

The power in their lives, the conviction and joy they showed, and the purpose for which they lived

They were active even to death, because they knew his death and resurrection was not the end

It was the beginning of the very thing they gave up their lives for:

Because:

They also had the assurance of his kingdom 

In verse 3 it also says:
Jesus spoke to them about the kingdom of God.

Many of his believers were confused- even during the events written in this book

They believed more in a political kingdom.

They were waiting for Jesus to come and reign over their Roman enemies

And they expected it soon.

But the kingdom God spoke of, was his reign in the hearts and lives of those who trusted him

And the future kingdom he was building for them in heaven.

None-the-less, the book of Acts is a history lesson of the passion and commitment they had 

To preaching this kingdom.

And a lesson for us to not set our focus on when and how his future kingdom will come

As much as we set our focus on building up the spiritual Kingdom that is here with us even today.

And just like they did, we can do so with conviction- due to the: 

The assurance of the power of his Holy Spirit 

Verses 4-8 remind us of the coming of the Spirit, just as Jesus promised

And how with the spirit’s power the people of God were called to witness.

The word “witness” is used 29 times in the book of Acts

And as Peter tells us in Acts 4:19 it is not just someone who gives their opinions

Acts 4:18-20-

To witness is to give a statement with conviction!

When you are on a witness stand in court for example, the Judge has little interest in your opinions

He wants to hear what you know as fact.
The word we use for “Martyr” comes from this root word for witness

And as we read through the book of Acts, we find that many of them were just that-

People who gave their lives for what they believed in

Acts 1:8 also gives us a good general outline of the book of Acts as it records the spread of Christianity

From Jerusalem in chapters 1-7, to Judea and Samaria in chapters 8-9

Then to all the gentiles, and to the end of the earth in chapters 10-28.

Just as it should with us, the message began with a witness at home,

But it was driven by the goal and purpose that it would spread to all the earth.

The final assurance we see in this section, was one of those driving forces:

The assurance of his coming again 

Acts 1:11

 This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back 

in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." 

And this is our hope as well- We are not living for this life

We have the promise of a New Kingdom.

And we are reminded over and over to keep this real to us

1 Thes 4:16-18-

When it says they believed in Christ, it meant so much more than just his doctrine…

They believed in all that he believed in…

And with this, they had to believe in something that was of greatest importance to him

Themselves

2. They believed in each other-

Acts 1:12-14-

Look at the variety of people the Lord had here.

Men and women, Apostles and ordinary believers, even members of Jesus’ physical family

The center of their fellowship was the risen Christ, and bringing him praise and glory.

Imagine the divisions that could have developed

The members of Jesus’ physical family could have claimed special honor

Peter could have been criticized for his denial

John may have reminded them that it was he who stood by the cross

But there was none of this- 

Although we saw it in the Gospels- the time for fighting over who was the greatest was over.

They embodied the words of:

Galatians 3:26-29-

The key phrase here is “with one accord”

There was among these people a unity that bound them together in Christ.

They show that it is not enough to just have faith in the Lord- we need to have faith in each other as well

God had given them the solemn responsibility of witnessing to a lost world

And none of them could do it alone

Therefore we see in them what should be evident in every church of his faithful witnesses today.

They worshipped together, they prayed together 

And they were trained and prepared for the task of evangelizing the whole world.

They knew the importance of their task, 

But even more so they knew the power of the one who gave them  this task-

Therefore:

3. They believed in prayer-

In Acts 1:15 Peter stands up and addresses the crowd with a problem:

Judas’ place had been left deserted, and it needed to be filled.

What is important is how they filled it-

Acts 1:24-26-

They could have argued about what one thought versus what the other thought-

But instead, they prayed.

Prayer played such a huge role in the history of the church.

They prayed for guidance in making decisions

For courage to witness for Christ

It was a part of their daily ministry:

Stephen prayed before he was stoned, Peter and John prayed for the Samaritans

Saul prayed before and after his conversion, Peter prayed before he rose Dorcas from the dead

Cornelius prayed that God would show him how to be saved-

And Peter prayed about how to answer that prayer.

They fasted and prayed before sending out leaders, 

And prayed to thank God for the blessings those leaders brought

In fact, in every chapter of the book of Acts you find a reference to prayer

And you see the results that those kind of faithful prayers bring!

James 5:13-16-

What a lesson for us today!

But how often do we really pray?

When was the last time you prayed for the people in your neighborhood, 

That God would open their hearts to the message?

When was the last time we had a meeting where we not only said an opening prayer-

But prayed about the decision to be made, and waited for God’s answer instead of making up our own?

And when was the last time you prayed with a brother or sister in Christ?

Not just before a service or meal, but open honest, active heartfelt prayer?

John Bunyan author of “Pilgrims progress” wrote:

Prayer is both the thermometer and the thermostat of the local church

For the spiritual temperature either goes up or down depending on how God’s people pray.

Prayer is a shield to the soul, a sacrifice to God and a scourge to Satan.

Ps 127:1

Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.

Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain.
We as his workers today, need to have this same devotion to the power of Prayer.

And finally we also need to have the conviction that we see in the books of Acts.

4. They believed in God’s leading-

Acts 1:16-23-

Although Jesus was no longer with them to give them personal directions, they still were lead by the Lord

They had the Word of God and Prayer, and they used them both.

In fact it was the Word of God and Prayer that was the foundation for their ministry.

So much so, that not even the daily needs of the body took precedence over them

Acts 6:2-4-

They believed something we often forget; We are on a mission!

So often we treat our worship and ministry as a duty to reflect on things done in the past

And we lose our drive and passion for our mission to build up the future.

We too have been given the task to evangelize this world.

They used the word more as a training tool than a treasured story.

When Peter for example referred to Psalm 69 and 109 

The belief was that he was being lead by the Spirit of God

They believed that the Scriptures had a practical application to their situation.

Keep in mind they only had the Old Testament text,

And it is not as though each family had a written copy on the shelf

But even so, they used it as the guide for both their worship and their ministry

2 Tim 3:16-17

All Scripture is God-breathed 

and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
It is interesting that they replaced Judas for the task of being a witness

It was necessary that twelve men witness at Pentecost to the 12 tribes of Israel.

Jesus spoke of this task in Luke 22 and it was carried out during the first 7 chapters of the book of Acts

But after that time fallen Apostles were not replaced.

James for example in Acts 12 was not replaced- Because the official massage to Israel had begun,

And now the word was being spread to Jews and Gentiles alike.

All Scripture was used by them to prepare them for this work.

The task of testifying to the Gospel of God.

And think of the magnitude of this task-

Acts 1 tells us that there were about 120 believers, 

And History tells us that the size of Palestine alone was somewhere between 600,000 at the least 

To nearly 4 million at the most.

Yet it was a task that they not only devoted themselves to

It was a task they accomplished.

How?

Through the unity of believers, the training of each other, the belief in the task

And the power of the Word and prayer-

And as we will see in chapter two, through the working of the Holy Spirit!

They grew the kingdom in the same way we are called to grow it.

Have you devoted yourself to this work?

Are you in the kingdom now?

In acts 2 Peter tells people from all nations how Gods people enter this kingdom and this work

And this is the invitation we offer to you tonight as well

Acts 2:36-41-

If you need to respond to the invitation

We offer you this time now to make your needs known

Come forward as we stand and sing the song of invitation

