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Spotlight # 1 – The Babylonian Chronicles
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Archaeological Spotlight:  The Babylonian Chronicles:
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The Babylonian Chronicles.  These are cuneiform tablets that were discovered in Babylon.  They include an account from the Babylonian perspective of the capture of Jerusalem in 597 BC.  The events are also described in 2 Kings 24:10-17 and in 2 Chronicles 36:5-7.  An excerpt from the Babylonian Chronicles follows:


”In the seventh year [of Nebuchadnezzar's reign], the month of Kislev, the king of Akkad [Babylonia] mustered his forces and marched to Syria.  He camped against the city of Judah [Jerusalem] and on the second day of the month of Adar he took the city and captured the king [Jehoiachin].  He appointed a king of his own choice there, took its heavy tribute and brought them to Babylon.”

This account is in perfect accord with the Biblical record.  The king who was captured was Jehoiachin.  The puppet king left in his place by Nebuchadnezzar was Zedekiah.  It is also interesting to note that W.F. Albright discovered in Babylon a royal archive that includes Jehoiachin and his five sons on a list of those receiving rations from the royal court.  This is dramatic proof of the accuracy of the biblical account of Jehoiachin as recorded in 2 Kings 25:30, “Day by day the king gave Jehoiachin a regular allowance as long as he lived.

The Scriptural Record:  During the reign of Jehoiachin’s father, Jehoiakim, Judah  at first paid tribute to Egypt under Pharaoh Necro (2 Kings 22:35).  This changed rapidly as Nebuchadnezzar rose to power in Babylon in the north, ultimately defeating Pharaoh Necro in the battle of Carchemish (an event which is also described in detail on these cuneiform tablets).  In short order, Nebuchadnezzar went on to capture almost all of the Canaanite world.  After a short invasion of Judah, Jehoiakim was made subject to Nebuchadnezzar.  A brief rebellion three years later by Jehoiakim was put down as a result of Babylonian, Aramean, Moabite and Ammonite raiders, and Jehoiakim’s son Jehoiachin succeeded him as king.

Jehoiachin’s reign in Judah was very brief, lasting only three months and ten days.  He was eighteen years old when he became king (2 Kings 24:8) and like his father did “evil in the eyes of the Lord.” (verse 9).  A second siege by Nebuchadnezzar against the city of Jerusalem caused the king and almost of its people, over ten thousand men, to be carried into exile.  “Only the poorest people of the land were left,” according to the Biblical record.  (2 Kings 24:14).  Jehoiachin himself survived and was released from prison after 37 years of exile.  The Bible records that he served the remainder of his days as a vassal in the household of Evil-Merodach, the successor king in Babylon, never again returning to Judah.  This fulfilled the prophecies made about the king by the prophet Jeremiah (see Jeremiah 22:24-27).

Significance of the Find:  The clay tablets that have now become known as the Babylonian Chronicles provide a detailed record of events taking place between 605-594 BC.  Among other things, the cuneiform text on these clay tablets confirm four significant events:  the decline of the Assyrian empire and their defeat outside of the city of Babylon by Nabopolassar, the first king of the new Babylonian kingdom; the battle of Carchemish (which took place in 605 BC
); the accession to the Babylonian throne of Nebuchadnezzar II, and the capture of Jerusalem on the 16th of March, 598 BC.

The final tablet uncovered also provided the key for firming up the dates of the last kings of Judah as well as a precise date for the capture of Jerusalem.  The fall of Jerusalem is dated at Adar 2nd of the seventh year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign = 15/16 March 597 BC.  The discovery of the Babylonian Chronicles thus confirms Jehoiachin's short reign, which lasted three months and ten days (2 Kings 24:8; 2 Chronicles 36:9) and ended with the capture of Jerusalem.

Coming Next Issue:  The Behistun Inscription
One of four cuneiform tablets uncovered in Babylon, this one detailing the siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar in March, 597 BC.








�  Jeremiah 46:2 places the date of the battle of Carchemish during the fourth year of Jehoiakim's reign (which would place it in May or June of 605 BC).








