God said it.

(Isaiah 46:9-10)
There comes a time in our lives when we need to have a conviction about why we do what we do.

For some of us we look at our lives and see that there is more of it behind us than in front

And all of a sudden faith and eternity take on a more pressing reality.

For others it is the pressure of friends, a struggle with sin, or maybe life slapping you in the face

That makes you realize it is time to be serious.

And then all of a sudden just following doesn’t cut it anymore

You no longer want to do things just because it is what others are doing.

You want to know why things are the way they are.

And you want reasons for faith and a security in your beliefs:

I have a reason that gives me a lot of comfort- 

It is a reason that for over 20 years has been gaining more and more depth

And to this day I am convinced I still do to fully understand how much security and comfort it can give

And the reason is this:

1. God said it

You know there comes a time when parents need to say this- raise your hand if you are a parent.

How many times in your life have you had to look your children in the eye and say “Because I said so”

You could spend all day trying to explain why you think what you do- and it would do no good

You could try all day to explain why you have the right to make that statement- 

And although YOU know all that it may entail, your son or daughter does not know, 

And may never know the full impact of what that statement means.’

I usually try to explain it a little bit by saying it this way,

“I brought you into this world, and I can take you out of it!”

But that doesn’t show the love that I feel for my son, or my knowledge of what is best for him

And to be honest if you gave me all day to explain it, 

I couldn’t put the proper words to the fact that “I love him” that would ever make it the least bit clearer.

But I do know my love for him,

And I do know my plans for him,

And I do know that he may not understand it all now. 

And therefore “Because I said so” needs to hold some merit- just because of who I am.

And because of who I am, I can say “because I said so” with some authority!

And I can expect a response to those words… usually quickly.

Shouldn’t God reserve the same right?

Look what he says to us:

Jer 29:11

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD,

plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future
Jer 1:5

 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,

before you were born I set you apart
Jer 31:3

"I have loved you with an everlasting love;

I have drawn you with loving-kindness. 

And even if we read these words all day long, we too could not grasp his love fully

We would not have the slightest idea of our future, in his plans

And his words too, only hold merit because of who he is to us.

That same statement- “God said it” that would make one man fall down on his face

And praise God for his wisdom and love and power-

Will just as easily cause another to shrug his shoulders and say “Yeah,- so what”?

What does that phrase mean to us?

How are we effected when “God said it”?

I see a disturbing trend in society today- (It didn’t bother me so much until I saw it in the church)

We take a verse- and it doesn’t really matter which

You can apply it to divorce, or women’s roles, or appointing elders, or whatever

And the verse clearly says THIS.

So we prod with it, and play with it, and put it into situations…

And move down the line to what if this… and then what if this.. and maybe what about this…

Until we come to a point where we say… but THIS one… that doesn’t make any sense to me!

So we come to a conclusion…

What the Bible says must NOT mean what I thought. Because in this situation, I would not understand it.

So we get lexicons and dictionaries, and commentaries-

Until we can change the verse to agree with what makes sense to ME over here….

Instead of changing how I feel until it submits to what God really did say.

God said it should hold some power.

But too often we change it to, “well yes, God said it”, 

But it took 2,000 years until someone like me could come along to show God what he really meant by it.

And it’s not just on verses of debate: Although we love to do it to debatable verses.

You know, foot washings don’t apply, they are figurative,

And the holy Kiss was just cultural, 

Hair length was a societal thing for that day

And Women’s roles could be best understood if we removed the obvious prejudice of that time

To understand the disciple’s commitment to meeting together you have to realize their nomadic roots

The days of creation become time periods, the Day to celebrate the Lord’s Supper becomes relative,

And if you put total commitment into a modern environment you could….

I mean what’s left?

But it is not just disputable matters, it is commands too

Go make disciples.

Love one another. Do good to all men

Do not LIE

And we respond many times the same way they did…

But lord… who is my neighbor? Let me debate this with you….

From the basic to the complex our response to the phrase “God said it”

Really comes down to our understanding of one concept:

Who is God?

Originally when I wrote this, I wrote it as a 3-point sermon.

But as I got into it, I figured God is a God of mercy so I too will be merciful

I’m just going to cover point one, and then next week I’ll expound on this a bit more 

Who is God? Lets hear who he said he is-

Exodus 3:7-14-

He is the God who saw them even in their trials, who heard them every time they cried

He felt every tear, he loved and treasured them- and when asked who he was-

Who is this God who loved us so much?

Who is this God who holds such power- who can deliver us from Egypt?

How can we trust you?….

Who is this God?

The response was…. How can you not trust me?

I am.

Genesis 1:1-3-

I am the God who spoke the universe into existence.

I am the one who Chose to make YOU, and made you in my image

I am the one who gave you the promise and the Promised Land, 

Remember from last week?

He is the one who gave you Christ- who holds the universe in his power

His son, who he loved so much, but gave him for you.

Who am I? God asks…..

What right do I have?

How do I hold any power?

I bought you!

1 Peter 1:18-19
It was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed

 from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, 

but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.
What is more, you said you gave yourself to me!

I am the potter, you are the clay

Who am I?

OK I have a question for you…. Who are YOU?

Rom 9:20

But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? "Shall what is formed talk back to him who formed it?
Isaiah 40:18-28-
He should be able to expect things because he is God

But not just because of his power. 

Because he is OUR father. 

He chose to create us, he chose to love us, he chose to teach us, 

He chose to Die for us.

We don’t know him as a God from a distance, he adopted us, he bought us.

And he is our Father.

And we only fight about the rules and issues because we’ve gotten so far off track 

That we forgot who he is in the first place.

We need to let who he is mean something to us.

God wants to have a relationship with us, based on Love, and respect for him.

An honor, an awe to just look up to him and call him.  HIM,    I AM,    “Daddy”

And he wants this LOVE to draw a response:

I made you….

Why did you make me into a show, why did you cast me like an Idol? 

Why did you confine me to a building and debate my word like someone made it up and interpreted it?

I made you

Come back to me.

Isaiah 44:21-26-

This is our God who speaks to us

And “God said it” must mean something to us.

We may not fully understand it,

But, if “God said it” we should know he desires it, it is best, it is good for us,
And just like our earthly parents, he can punish us if we fight him on the matter

He holds that authority.

***

It is funny, but so often God even punishes us as a parent does.

Many times we get the punishments as a result of our own disobedience.

We think God is not watching…. God is not acting.. Where is his power now?

Scoffers just like in 

2 Peter 3:3-9-

But he knows…

I remember going out to eat with Jeff and Leslie and Jeremy

And seeing Jerrik playing on the chair at the restaurant.

You know what? I didn’t have to push him off the chair for him to get the correction.

I let him learn the hard way.

And when he fell off and hit the wood floor and cried- he learned …

But I tell you, when I heard the thump, it really hurt my heart.

I couldn’t help but hold him, and wipe away the tears, even though I took the time to repeat the lesson

God has all authority,

Don’t let the fact that he lets us fall sometimes make us think he is not there.

Or the fact that you can come up with a situation that you don’t understand, negate his word.

Maybe he is being patient with us because he doesn’t want us focusing on punishment

Which of us parents would?

Who wants their child quaking in fear?

But then again- who wants their child ignoring them?

How would you play that balance?

God has plans for us, and the fact is:

You can live how you want or you can live how he created you to live-

And what he has been doing from the beginning is trying to get us to see him for who he is

And then help us to understand him by being like him.

God said know my love- but to do this, learn to love others:

1 John 4:19

We love because he first loved us.
He says accept my grace, let me serve you- But to really see it, learn to serve others

John 13:13-14

"You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 

Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,

 you also should wash one another's feet
All these laws and rules that we bicker over-

Be like me and you will fulfill them all.

Matt 22:37-40-

If God said it I can do it-

More so, now that I know him, I want to do it

I want to be like him- He is My hero.

“Come let us reason together”, did not really mean he wants our input- 

Isaiah 1:17-20-
He wants us to think of him… to see him as he is

To know his love, and treat him as father- just like want from our children.

But he does expect our obedience.

He wants us to know he said it, and he also wants us to know why.

Because loves us, he created us, he gave his son for us.

He wants us to know him to where “God said it” means something to us too….

Because we know the one who said it

We serve God.

He must come first.

He earned it, and he deserves it

And we need to know him before we will ever fully understand it

No amount of words will make that clear until we devote our lives to finding him

Remember Jeremiah? 

Jeremiah 29:11-13-

Are you willing to seek him now?

We are going to talk about this in more detail next week, 

How we can really actively apply this to our lives-

But for today- how can we help you know him now?

How can we show you our love, how can we serve you?

We’re not perfect people, and we certainly fall short, 

But it is truly our desire to do as it says in our bulletin

We truly desire to show the love of God to you

Can we help you today?

